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MESSAGE 
FROM 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


COMMUNICATING 


Additional correspondence in relation to the adjustment of the Northeast- 
ern Boundary, and the occupation of the disputed territory. 
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Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed, and that 10,000 ad- 
ditional copies be sent to the Senate. 
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To the Senate of the United States : 
I transmit to the Senate, herewith, copies of official notes which have ~ 
passed. between the Secretary of State and the British Minister since my last - 


message on the subject of the resolutions of the 17th of January. . 
*M. VAN BUREN. 


Wasuineron, March 26, 1840. 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 


Wasuineton, March 18, 1840. 


The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, has been instructed by his Government te make 
the following communication to the Secretary of State of the United States, 
in reference to the boundary negotiation, and the affairs of the disputed ter- 
ritory. pie ; 
‘Her Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration the official 
- note addressed to the undersigned by the Secretary of State of the United 
"States, on the 24th of last December, in Teply lo-anote from the sndecacone 
of the 2d November preceding, in which abbr sat yes Np 2 in e e 
_ Tame of his Government, against the xin E baa rf a 
sued by the people of the State of Maine within the eerites ge sha 
prejudice of the rights of Great Britain, and in manilest vio Ags a Pp e 
visional agreements entered into between the authorities of the two coun 


tries at th inning of the last year. aM : ; . 
: Her imeies Goxernment tara also had their attention directed to ihe, ] 
| public message transmitted by a corsage pf Hains to the Legislature 

the State, on the 3d of January of the present year. ; Ps 
Upon a consideration of the statements contained in. ra a ert 
- documents, her Majesty’s Government regret to find that the principal 
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of encroachment, which were denounced and complained of on the part of 
Great Britain, so far from either being disproved, or discontinued, or satis- 
factorily explained, by the authorities of the State of Maine, are, on the 
contrary, persisted in, and publicly avowed. en 

Her Majesty’s Government have consequently instructed the undersigned 
once more formally to protest against those acts of encroachment and 


aggression. 


on 
oe tele 


ee 


Her Majesty’s Government claim and expect, from the good-faith of the | 


‘Government of the United States, that the people of Maine shall replace 
themselves in the situation in which they stood before the agreements of 
last year were signed: that they shall, therefore, retire from the valley of 
the St. John, and confine themselves to the valley of the Aroostook; that 
they shall occupy that valley in a temporary manner only, for the purpose, 
as agreed upon, of preventing depredations; and that they shall not con- 
struct fortifications, nor make roads or permanent settlements. 

Until this be done by the people of the State of Maine, and so long as that 
-people shall persist in the present eystem of aggression, her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will feel it their duty to make such military arrangements as may be 
required for the protection of her Majesty’s rights. And her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment deem it right to declare that, if the result of the unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings of the State of Maine should be collision between her Majesty’s 
troops and the people of that State, the responsibility of all the consequences 
that may ensue therefrom, be they what they may, will rest with the peo- 
ple and Government of the United States. 

The undersigned has been instructed to add to this communication, that 
her Majesty’s Government are only waiting for the detailed report of the 


British commissioners recently employed to survey the disputed territory, - 


which report, it was believed, would be completed and delivered to her 
Majesty’s Government by the end of the present month, in order to transmit 
to the Government of the United States a reply to their last proposal upon 
the subject of the boundary negotiation. | 
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to the Secretary 
of State of the United States the assurance of his distinguished consideration. 
. H. 8S. FOX. 
Hon. Joun Forsytu, &c., &e., Sc. ; 





Mr, Forsyth to Mr. For. 


DErartMENT oF STATE, 


Washington, March 25, 1840. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, acknowledges 


to have received Mr. F'ox’s communication of the 13th instant, in reference _ 


to the boundary negotiation and the affairs of the disputed territory. ‘I’ 
information given in the closing part of it, that a reply to the last prepo- 
sition of the United States upon the subject of the boundary maybe ex- 
pected in a short time, is highly gratifying to the President, who has, how- 
ever, given directions to the undersigned in making this acknowledgment, 
to accompany it with the expression of his profound regret, that Mr. Fox’s 
note is in no other respect satisfactory. 


. 
| 
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___. After the arrangements which, in the beginning of last year, were enter- 
ed into on the part of the two Governments with regard to the occupation 
of the disputed territory, the President had indulged the hope that the 
causes of irritation which had grown “ut of this branch of the subject 
could have been removed. Relying on the disposition of Maine to co- 
~ operate with the Federal Government in all that could lead to a pacific ad- 
justment of the principal question, the President felt confident that his 
determination to maintain order and peace on the border would be fully 
_earried out: he looked upon all apprehensions of designs by the people of 
Maine to take possession of the territory as without adequate foundation, 
deeming it improbable that, on the eve of an amicable adjustment of the 
question, any portion ef the American people would, without cause and 
without object, jeopard the success of the negotiation and endanger the 
peace of the country. A troublesome, irritating, and comparatively unim- 
portant, because subordinate subject, being thus disposed of, the President 
hoped that the parties would be left free at once to discuss, and finally ad- 
just the principal question. In this he has heen disappointed. While the 
proceedings of her Majesty’s Government at home have been attended with 
unlooked-for delays, its attention has been diverted from the great subject 
in controversy by repeated complaints, imputing to a portion of the people 
of the United States designs to violate the engagements of their Govern- 
ment, designs which have never been entertained, and which Mr. Fox 
knows would receive no countenance from this Government. 

It is to be regretted, that at this late hour, so much misapprehension still 
exists on the side of the British Government as to the object and obvious 
meaning of the existing arrangements respecting the disputed territory. 
The ill success which appears to have attended the efforts made by the un- 
dersigned to convey, through Mr. Fox, to her Majesty’s Government more 
correct impressions respecting them, calls for a recurrence to the subject ; 
and a brief review of the correspondence which has grown out of it, may 
tend to remove the erroneous views. which prevail as to the nianner in 
which the terms of the arrangements referred to have been observed. 

As Mr. Fox had no authority to make any agreement respecting the 
exercise of jurisdiction over the disputed territory, that between him and 
the undersigned, of the 27th of February, 1839, had for its object some 
provisional arrangement for the restoration and preservation of peace in the 
territory. To accomplish this object, it provided that her Majesty’s officers 
should not seek to expel, by military force, the armed party which had been 
sent by Maine into the district bordering on the Restook river ; and that, on . 
the other hand, the Government of Maine would voluntarily, and without 
needless delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of the disputed territory any 
armed force then within them. Besides this, the arrangement had other 
objects—the dispersion of notorious trespassers, and the protections of pub- 
lic property from depredation. In case future necessity should arise for 
this, the operation was to be conducted by concert, jointly or separately, 
according to agreement between the Governments of Maine and New 
Brunswick. 

In this lastmentioned respect the agreement looked to some further 
arrangement between Maine and New Brunswick. Through the agency 
of General Scott, one was agreed to on the 23d and 25th of March iollon. 
ing, by which Sir John Harvey bound himself not to seek, without renewe 

} instructions to that effect from his Government, to take military possession 
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of the territory, or to expel from it, by military force, the armed civil posse, 
or the troops of Maine. On the part of Maine, it was agreed by her Gov-_ 
ernor that no attempt should be made, without renewed instructions from 
the Legislature, to disturb by arms the province of New Brunswick in the © 
possession of the Madawaska settlement or interrupt the usual communi- 
cations between that and the upper provinces. As to possession and juris- 
diction, they were to remain unchanged; each party holding, in fact, 
possession of part of the disputed territory, but each denying the right of 
the other to do so. With that understanding Maine was, without unne- 
cessary delay, to withdraw her military force, leaving only, under a land ~ 
agent, a small civil posse, armed or unarmed, to protect the timber recently 
cut, and to prevent further depredations. 

In the complaints of infractions of the agreements by the State of Maine, 
addressed to the undersigned, Mr. Fox has assumed two positions which 
are not authorized by the terms of those agreements: Ist. Admitting the 


right of Maine to maintain a civil posse in the disputed territory for the 
pur poses stated in the agreement, he does so with the restriction, that the 


action of the posse was to be confined within certain limits; and 2d. By 
making the advance of the Maine posse into the valley of the upper St. 
John, the ground of his complaint of encroachment upon the Madawaska 
settlement, he assumes to extend the limits of that settlement beyond those 
it oceupied at the date of the agreement. 

‘The United States cannot acquiesce in either of these positions, 

In the first-place, nothing is found in the agreement subscribed to by 
Governor Fairfield and Sir John Harvey, defining any limits in the disputed 
territory within which the operations of the civil posse of Maine were to be 
circumscribed. ‘The task of preserving the timber recently cut, and of pre- 
venting further depredations, within the disputed territory, was assigned to 
the State of Maine, after her military force should have been withdrawn 
from it ; and it was to be accomplished by a civil posse, armed or unarmed, 
which was to continue in the territory, and to operate in every part of i it 
where its agency might be required, to protect the timber already cut, and 
prevent further depredations ; without any limitation whatever, or any re- 
strictions, except such as might be construed into an attempt to disturb, by 
arms, the Province of New Brunswick in her possession of the Madawaska 
settlement, or interrupt the usual communication between the Provinces. 

It is thus, in the exercise of a legitimate right, and in the conscientious 
discharge of an obligation imposed upon her by a solemn compact, that the 
State of Maine has done those acts which have given rise to complaints, for 
which no adequate cause is perceived. 'The undersigned feels confident 
that when those acts shall have been considered by her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at home, as explained in his note to Mr. Fox, of the 24th of December 
last, and in connexion with the foregoing remarks, they will no longer be 
viewed as calculated to excite the apprehensions of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that the faith of existing arrangements is to be broken on the part of 
the United States. 

With regard to the second position assumed by Mr. Fox, that the advance 
of the Maine posse along the valley of the Restook to the mouth of Fish river, 
and into the valley of the upper St. John, is at variance with the terms and 
spirit of the agreements: the undersigned must observe that, if at variance 
with any of their provisions, it could only be with those which secure her 
Majesty’s Province of New Brunswick against any attempt to disturb the 
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possession of the Madawaska settlements, and to interrupt the usual com- 
“munications between New Brunswick and the upper provinces. The agree- 
_. ment could only have reference to the Madawaska settlements, as confined 
within their actual limits at the time it was subscribed. ‘The undersigned, 
in his note of the 24th of December last, stated the reasons why the mouth 
of Fish river, and the portion of the valley of the St. John through which it 
passes, could in no proper sense be considered as embraced in the Madawaska 
settlements. Were the United States to admit the pretension set up on the 
part of Great Britain, to give to the Madawaska settlements a degree of con- 
structive extension that might, at this time, suit the purposes of her Majesty’s 
- colonial authorities, those settlements might soon be made, with like justice, 
to embrace any portions ofthe disputed territory ; and the right given to the 
Province of New Brunswick to occupy them temporarily, and for a special 
purpose, might, by inference quite as plausible, give the jurisdiction exer- 
cised by her Majesty’s authorities an extent which would render the present 
state of the question, so long as it could be maintained, equivalent to a de- 
cision on the merits of the whole controversy in favor of Great Britain. If 
the small settlement at Madawaska, on the north side of the St. Johns’, 
means the whole valley of that river—if a boom across the Fish river, and 
a station of a small posse on the south side of the St. John, at the mouth 
of Fish river, is a disturbance of that settlement, which is twenty-five miles 
below—within the meaning of the agreement, it is difficult to conceive that 
there are any limitations to the pretensions of her Majesty’s Government 
under it, or how the State of Maine could exercise the preventive power 
with regard to trespassers, which was, on her part, the great object of the 
temporary arrangement. The movements of British troops lately witnessed 
in the disputed territory, and the erection of military works for their pro- 
tection and accommodation, of which authentic information, recently re- 
ceived at the Department of State, has been communicated to Mr. Fox, 
impart a still graver aspect to the matter immediately under consideration. 
The fact of those military operations, established beyond a doubt, left un- 
explained, or unsatisfactorily accounted for, by Mr. Fox’s note of the at 
instant, continues an abiding cause of complaint, on the part of the Unite 
States, against her Majesty’s colonial agents, as inconsistent with arrange- 
ments whose main object was to divest a question already sufficiently pper- 
plexed and complicated, from such embarrassments as those with whic 
the proceedings of the British authorities cannot fail to surround it. é 
If, as Mr. Fox must admit, the objects of the late agreements he e 
removal of all military force, and the preservation of the property ee ie 
ther spoliations, leaving the possession and jurisdiction as they stood be a 
the State of Maine found itself compelled to act against the panacea 
President cannot but consider that the conduct of the American loca 
‘ts bly contrasts with that of the colonial 
naka pi gtel Pa raesiyease While the one, promptly with- 
authorities of her Majesty's _ : 
ae “1 If to the use of the small posse, 
ee Cage a arg ae ay, not necessary to the accom- 
Mad Pi ot he St apjecth ave measure taken ie ig ae 
thie Siar party is essentially military 1 its character, and can be Justi 


only by a well-founded apprehension that pc ager aes ee 
With such feelings and convictions, the rie oom bss eh pada Role 
painful surprise, the attempt of Mr. Fox, under inn gr tae A 
ernment, to give to the existing state of things a cha 
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by the friendly disposition of the United States, or the conduct of the 
authorities and people of Maine,—much more is he surprised to find it 
alleged as a ground for strengthening a military force, and preparing for a 
hostile collision with the unarmed inhabitants of a friendly State, pursuing 
within their own borders their peaceful occupations, or exerting themselves, 
in compliance with their agreements, to protect the property in dispute from 
unauthorized spoliation. 

The President wishes that he could dispel the fear that these dark fore- 
bodings can be realized. Unless her Majesty’s Government shall forthwith 
arrest all military interference in the question—unless it shall apply to the 
snbject more determined efforts than have hitherto been made to bring the 
dispute to a certain and pacific adjustment, the misfortunes predicted by 
Mr. Fox, in the name of his Government, may most unfortunately happen. 

But no apprehension of the consequences alluded to by Mr. Fox can be 
permitted to divert the Government and people of the United States from 
the performance of their duty to the State of Maine. That duty is as 
simple as it is imperative. ‘The construction which is given by her to the 
treaty of 1783 has been, again and again, and in the most solemn manner, 
asserted also by the Federal Government, and must be maintained, unless 


Maine freely consents to a new boundary, or unless that construction of 


the treaty is found to be erroneous by the decision of a disinterested and 
independent tribunal selected by the parties for its final adjustment. The 
President, on assuming the duties of his station, avowed his determination, 
all other means of negotiation failing, to submit a proposition to the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain to refer the decision of the question once more to’ 
a third party. 

In all the subsequent steps which have been taken upon the subject by 
his direction, he has been actuated by the same spirit. Neither his dispo- 
sitions in the matter, nor his opinion as to the propriety of that course, has 
undergone any change. Should the fulfilment of his wishes be defeated, 
either by an unwillingness on the part of her Majesty’s Government’ to: 
meet the offer of the United States in the spirit in which it is made, or from 
adverse circumstances of any description, the President will, in any event, 
derive great satisfaction from the consciousness that no effort on his part 
has been spared to bring the question to an amicable conclusion, and that 
there has been nothing in the conduct either of the Government and people 
of the United States or of the State of Maine to justify the employment of 
her Majesty’s forces as indicated by Mr. Fox’s letter. The President can- 
not, under such circumstances, apprehend that the responsibility for any 
consequences which may unhappily ensue, will, by the just judgment of 
an impartial world, be imputed to the United States. 


The undersigned avails himself, &c., &c., &c. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Henry S. Fox, Esq., &e., &c., §re. 





Mr. For to Mr. Forsyth. 


Wasuineaton, March 26, 1840. 


'The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, has had the honor to recetve the official note of 


a. te Sal 
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esterday’s date addressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the 

Jnited States, in reply to a note dated the 13th instant, wherein the under- 
signed, in conformity with instructions received from his Government, had 
anew formally protested against the acts of encroachment and aggression 
which are still persisted in by armed bands in the employment of the State 
of Maine within certain portions of the disputed territory. 

It will be the duty of the undersigned immediately to transmit Mr. For- 
syth’s note to her Majesty’s Government in England ; and, until the state- 
ments and propositions which it contains shall have received the full con- 
sideration of her Majesty’s Government, the undersigned will not deem it 
right to add any further reply, than to refer to and repeat, as he now for- 


_ mally and distinctly does, the several declarations which it has, from time 


to time, been his duty to make to the Government of the United States 
with reference to the existing posture of affairs in the disputed territory ; 
and to record his opinion that an inflexible adherence to the line of con- 
duct which her Majesty’s Government have announced. it to be their resolu- 
tion to pursue, for the defence of her Majesty’s rights, pending the negotia- 
tion of the boundary question, offers to her Majesty’s Government the only 
means of protecting those rights from being in a continually aggravated 


- manner encroached upon and violated. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to the Secre- 
tary of State of the United States the assurance of his distinguished con- 
sideration. 

H, S. FOX. 

Hon. Joun Forsyts, &c., §c., &e. 
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& ~ 26th Concress, [SENATE } F382] 








$ lst Session. 
> ¥ ear. s 
c - 
7) * 
¢ IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
<P . Aprix 14, 1840. 
Submitted, apd ordered te be printed, and that 10,000 additional copies be sent to the Senate. 
Mr. Bucwanan made the following 
REPORT: 
‘The Committee on Foreign Relations, to which were referred the several 
messages of the President of the United States, communicating to Con- 
_ Bress, at its present session, certain official correspondence in relation to 
the question of the territory in dispute with Great Britain on our north- 
eastern frontier ; and, also, certain resotutions of the Legislature of 
=. Maine on the same subject—report: 


That théy’ have had the same under consideration, and now deem it 
* expedient to communicate ,to the Senate their reasons for not making, at 
‘the present moment, a general report upon the whole subject. They feel 
that they will best perform this duty, by placing clearly and distinctly 
before the Senate the existing state and condition of the pending nego- 
tiation between the two Governments. 
__ The President of the United States, in his annual message of Decem- 
_ ber last, informed Congress that, “ for the settlement of our northeastern 
boundary, the proposition promised by Great Britain, for a commission of 
exploration and survey, has been received, and a counter-project, including 
_also a provision for the certain and final adjustment of the limits in dis- 
pute, is now before the British Government for its consideration.” 'The 
President has not thought it advisable to communicate this counter-pro- 
ject to Congress; yet we have his assurance, on which the most confi- 
dent reliance may be placed, that it is of such a character as will, should 
it be accepted, finally settle the question. This proposition was officially 
communicated to that Government during the last summer. 
Mr. Fox, the British minister, in his note of the 24th January last, 
doubtless with a perfect knowledge of the nature of the project which 
___ had been submitted by the American Government to that of Great Britain, 
~ assures Mr. Forsyth “that he not only preserves the hope, but he enter- 
tains the firm belief, that if the duty of negotiating the boundary ques- 
tion be left in the hands of the two National Governments, to whom alone of 
right it belongs, the difficulty of conducting the negotiation to an amica- 
ble issue will not be found so great as has been by many persons appre- 
hended.” And in his subsequent note, of March 13, 1840, he states that 
he has been instructed to declare “that her Majesty’s Government are 
only waiting for the detailed report of the British commissioners 36 se | 
employed to survey the disputed territory, which report, it was believed, 
would be completed and delivered to her Majesty’s Government by the 
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end of the present month, (March,) in order to transmit to the Govern- ~ 
ment of the United States a reply to their last proposal upon the subject 
of the boundary negotiation.” Thus we may reasonably expect that this 
reply will be received by the President during the present month of April, 
or early in May. +a 

While such is the condition of the principal negotiation, the committee + 
have deemed it inexpedient, at this time, to report upon the subordinate, — 
though important, question in relation to the temporary occupation of the 
disputed territory. They trust that the answer of the British Government _ 
may be of such a character as to render a report upon this latter subject 
unnecessary. In any event, they have every reason to believe that the 
state of suspense will be but of brief duration. 

The committee, ever since this embarrassing and exciting question 
was first presented for their consideration, have been anxious that the 
Government of the United States should constantly preserve itself in the — 
right; and hitherto this desire has been fully accomplished. The territo- 
rial rights of Maine have been uniformly asserted, and a firm determina- 
tion to maintain them has been invariably evinced; though this has been 
done in an amicable spirit. So far as the committee can exercise any 
| yare resolved. that, if wars ( 
result, (which they confidently hope may not be the case,) this war sh 
be rendered inevitable by the conduct of the British Government. (Taty” ~ s 
have believed this to be the surest mode of uniting every Afp®xican heart 
and every American arm in defence of the jugt tights of the country. .  * 

It is but justice to remark that the Executive branch of the*Govern- 
ment has; from the beginning, been uniformly guided by the same spirit, 
and has thus far pursued a firm, consistent, and prudent course, through- ~ 
out the whole negotiation with Great Britain. < 

While the committee can perceive no adequate cause, at the present _ 
moment, for anticipating hostilities between the two countries, they would — 
not be understood as expressing the opinion that this country should not — 
be prepared to meet any emergency. ‘The question of peace or war may, 
in a great degree, depend upon the answer of the British Government, 
now speedily expected. f . 











_ CHARGE AGAINST GENERAL HARRISON FOR VOTING TO SELL WHITE 
MEN FOR DEBT. 





SPEECH 
MR. MASON, OF OHIO, 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BIULL. 


Delivered in Committee of the Whole in the House of Representatives, 
Aprit 24, 1840. 





Mr. Chairman: In the discussion of the bill now under consideration, I wish to 
* call the attention of the committee to that clause of the first section which relates 
to the charge 


“ That General Harrison voted to sell white men for debt.” 


And, sir, if you should not, after examination, find the charge specifically pro- 
vided for in the bill, you may see it, with all its variations, in the printed speeches 

_-of several gentlemen who have preceded me in the debate. It is, however, with 

a feeling akin to that of humiliation, that L find myself engaged in defending a 

‘distinguished statesman and virtuous citizen, against an oft-refuted and most wan- 
ton calumny. Nor would I have consented now to notice it, but for the persever- 
ing industry with which the enemies of that individual continue to urge the charge 
in certain quarters of the Union, and especially in Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Carolina. 

In the manufacture of this story, its authors evidently desired to combine truth 
and falsehood in such proportions as to secure for it some degree ef currency, with- 
out, at the same time, subjecting themselves to the charge of wilful misrepresen- 
tation. And it must be admitted, that their effort has not proved entirely unsuc- 
cessful. But the inventors and propagators of the fraud, cannot escape the con- 
demnation that awaits the guilty. This charge had its origin in a vote that Gen- 
eral Hatrison gave, as a member of the Senate of Ohio, in January, 1821. The 
journal of that session is now before me. But, before proceeding further, allow 
me to say that this charge was fabricated and thrown into circulation in 1836, 
when General Harrison was first a candidate for the Presidency. It emanated 

“from the friends of Mr. Van Buren in that State, and from men, too, who had 
doubtless searched the journal with patient diligence, in the patriotic hope that 
its dusty pages might furnish them with materials for accusation against one of the 
purest men of the age. And what did they find to reward theirindustry? They 
did not find what they said they did—a vote authorizing the sale of white men 
for debt; but they found a vote that was susceptible of misrepresentation, and, 
therefore, well suited to their purpose. Now, sir, what opinion did these accusers 
of General Harrison entertain in regard to his vote, as found recorded on the 
journal? Did they honestly believe it was not justified by the circumstances 
under which it was given? Did they believe it was indefensible, and that it would 
render him justly obnoxious to censure? If such had been their real conviction, 
then why, with the journal before them, did they bring a false charge t Why, if 
they believed the vote was incontestably wrong in principle, or mischievous in 
policy, did they not go before the public with @ true statement of the case, and 
rely on these objections? Think you they would have resorted to garbling and 
. falsification, if they had believed that a ¢rue statement could have been made as 


\ 


2 


useful to their cause asa falsehood? This supposition would make them sin 
without temptation, and practise wickedness without any motive. Few men can 
be found, I imagine, depraved enough to utter a deliberate falsehood, in a case 
where the truth would answer their purpose just as well, or even better. From 
all which, I am brought to this practical conclusion, namely, that people residing 
out of the State of Ohio may well believe that there is nothing very objection- 
able in the vote of General Harrison, which his opponents, in the State, have ad- 
mitted, by their resorting to acts of misrepresentation, that they could not success- 
fully assail with the weapons of truth. 

In regard to the estimation in which this charge is held by the people of Ohio, 
consisting of men of all parties, and especially by those who have been most no- 
torious for their zeal in propagating it, I shall have something to say hereafter. 

Sir, [ wish now to call your attention to the vote of General Harrison, and the 
circumstances under which it was given. The attention of the Legislature of 
Ohio, during its session of 1820-’21, was anxiously directed to the consideration 
of some plan for the relief of the people, then suffering under a degree of distress 
and embarrassment unexampled in the history of that State. With a currency 
depreciated and deranged, the financial resources of the State crippled, and a 
Treasury exhausted, the people loudly complained of the almost intolerable bur- 
den of taxation; they demanded retrenchment and reform in the expenses inci- 
dent to the administration of the criminal laws of the country. In this posture of 
public affairs, with a gradually increasing expenditure for the prosecution and 
punishment of offenders, and a penitentiary crowded with convicts, that had be- 
come an annual charge on the Treasury, the Legislature assembled, and un- 
dertook to provide a remedy for the grievances complained of, by instituting’a 
revision of the entire criminal code of the State. The task was one of great 
difficulty and labor; but it was accomplished with as much success as was attain- 
able in the then condition of the country. The great object in view was to di- 
minish the public expenditures, in criminal cases, by reducing them to the lowest 
point consistent with the ends proposed to be secured by the due and proper ad- 
ministration of punitive justice. To effect this, the House of Representatives 
passed a bill entitled, ‘ An ge supplementary to the act for the punishment of 
certain offences therein named ;” and sent it to the Senate for concurrence. 
Several new provisions were a ieodilese into this bill. By it, certain offences 
which had before been punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary, were made 
punishable by fine and imprisonment in the county jails. Jurisdiction of assaults 
and batteries in certain specified cases, was conferred on justices of the peace, 
with power to impose a fine if the accused should plead guilty; and persons 
committing assaults and batteries were authorized to do, what was an offer at 
common law, namely, to ‘‘ agree, compromise, or settle with the party injured ;” 
and then all further proceedings were to cease. Also, grand juries were prohib- 
ited from finding an indictment for an assault and battery, ‘* unless the party ac- 
cused had been duly recognised to appear in court and answer such prosecution.” 
And, in restraint of frivolous or vexatious prosecutions for offences below the 
grade of felony, ‘‘ the name of the prosecutor’ was required to be endorsed on 
the bill of indictment, and he was made “liable for the costs” in case the aecused 
should be acquitted, ‘* unless the court should be of opinion that there was rea- 
sonable ground for instituting the prosecution,” 

In addition to these various provisions, having the same object in view, the bill 
from the House contained several sections intended to render more effectual the 
means provided by existing laws for the collection of fines and the costs of con- 
viction, and to. relieve the counties from the onerous charge of supporting the 
offenders in prison, bv affording them an opportunity, if they desired it, but if 
not, by compelling them to labor, like the rest of the community, for their own 
maintenance. The 16th and 17th sections of the bill, as it passed the Senate, 
are as follows: 


. 
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** Sec. 16. That every person adjudged or sentenced to pay a fine for any offence specified in 
this act, or the act to which this is supplementary, may discharge such fine by labor on the high- 
ways of the township in which he resides; and every court or justice upon pronouncing judg- 
ment for the payment of a fine, shall specify, and make an order setting out within what period 
of time, and at what rate of daily wages, the fine may be thus discharged, and upon what road 
or roads the labor shall be performed, and execution may be staid upon security, or otherwise, 
to give time for the performance of such labor. The certificate of the supervisor of the proper 
district shall be evidence, that the whole or any part of the labor has been performed, and if 
the whole labor is not performed within the time prescribed, the party shall nevertheless have 
credit for the amount of labor actually performed ; and if such labor shall not be performed with- 
in the time limited, it shail be the duty of the clerk to issue an execution (without a precipe 
filed) for the fine and costs: 

«Sec. 17. That all persons convicted of any offences specified in this act, or in the act to 
which this is supplementary, and sentenced to imprisonment, may, during such imprisonment, 
be put at hard labor m such manner as any two judges of the court of common pleas may direct, 
and, for the performance of such labor, may be taken from the jail, and so secured as to prevent 
an escape, and the produce of such labor shall be paid into the county treasury.” 


Section 19 contained the proposition which has acquired so much unmerited 
notoriety in the party conflicts of the day, and concerning which there has been 
so much malignant misrepresentation. Here it is, in all its terrifying and stupen- 
dous proportions, as | find it recorded on the Journal that I hold in my hand. 
Listen while I read from that Journal a short extract: 


Mr. Firuran then moved to strike out. the 19th section of said bill as follows: 

«© Be it further enacted, 'That when any person shall be imprisoned, either upon execution or 
otherwise, for the non-payment of a fine or costs, or both, it shall be lawful for the sheriff of the 
county to sell out such person as a servant to any person within this State, who will pay the 
whole amount due, for the shortest period of service; of which sale public notice shall be given 
at least ten days ; and upon such sale being effected the sheriff shall give to the purchaser a cer- 
tificate thereof and deliver over the prisoner to him, from which time the relation between such 
purchaser and the prisoner, shall be that of master and servant, until the time of service expires, 
and for injuries done by either, remedy shall be had in the same manner as is, or may be pro- 
vided by law in case of master and apprentice. But nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prevent persons being discharged from imprisonment according to the provisions of the 37th 
section of the act to which this is supplementary, if it shall be considered expedient to grant such 
discharge: Provided, That the court, in pronouncing upon any person or persons convicted un- 
der this act ot the act to which this is supplementary, may direct such person or persons to be 
detained in prison until the fine be paid, or the person or persons otherwise disposed of agreeably 


to the provisions of this act. 
«¢ Which motion was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 20, nays 12. And the yeas and nays 


being required, those who voted in the affirmative were— 
«Messrs. Beasly, Brown, Fithian, Gass, Heaton, Jennings, Lucas, Matthews, McLabghlin, 
McMillan, Necomb, Robb, Russell, Scofield, Shelby, Spencer, Stone, Swearingen, Thompson, 


and Womeldorf-—20. ; 
«¢ Those who voted in the negative were— 
<¢ Messrs. Baldwin, Cole, Foos, Foster, Harrison, McLean, Ozwalt, Pollock, Ruggles, 


Roberts, Wheeler, and Speaker—12.” 

Sir, I have seen the words ‘t master and servant,’ as employed in this section, 
dressed out in staring capitals and placed in the foreground of the picture, that 
they might attract all eyes by having assigned to them a sort of guilty prominency. 
And what was the object of ‘so shallow a device? It was doubtless to create an 
impression that this provision was intended to reduce white men to the condition 
of negro slaves; notwithstanding the section itself carries on its face an express 
declaration that their condition was to be that of hundreds, not to say thousands, 
of other white persons in the State, who had been or might be put to service ac- 
cording to the provisions of existing law. 

Who does not know that the relation of * master and servant,” as proposed to 
be established by this section, is a relation as ancient and as well regulated as 
that of any other recognised in civil society? To go no further back, it was 
known to, and regulated by the common Jaw; and it has been sanctioned and 
guarded with anxious care by the legislation of every State in the Union, and 
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by none with more parental solicitude for the rights of the servant, than in the 
State of Ohio. 

It will be observed that the section in question provides that ‘‘ for injuries done 
by either [master or servant] remedy shall be had in the same manner as is or 
may be provided by law in case of master and apprentice.” 

What that remedy was may be seen by any one who will take the trouble to 
consult Chase’s Statutes vol. 1, pp. 535-6, in the Library of Congress, where 
they will find ‘*An act concerning apprentices and servants,” passed January 27, 
1806, which continued in force till repealed by another act on the same subject, 
in 1824. : cig 
' Authority was given by the first section of this act, to “* overseers of the poor, 
by and with the consent of a justice of the peace, and, also, to ** parents and guar- 
dians,” to put out any child as an apprentice or servant.” And as the second 
section provides a remedy for the apprentice or servant in case of ill treatment, 
and as it is the same remedy that a convict sold out by the sheriff would be en- 
titled to have against the purchaser of his services for any abuse, I beg leave to 
read it as follows: . 

‘*Sec. 2. That if any master or mistress shall be guilty of any misusage, refusal of necessary 
provision or clothing, cruelty, or other ill treatment, so that said apprentice or servant shall have 
just cause to complain ; or the said apprentice or servant be guilty of any misdemeanor, or ill 
behavior, or do not perform his or her duty to his or her master or mistress, then the said 
mester or mistress, apprentice or servant, having just cause of complaint, may repair to any 
justice of the peace in the township, who shall, upon the application by either, issue his warrant 
or summons, for bringing the said master or mistress, apprentice or servant, before him, and 
take such order or direction between the said master or mistress, apprentice or servant, as the 
equity and justice of the case shall require.” 

A reference to the act just quoted seemed to be necessary to prove two things 
very intimately connected with the charge against General Harrison. First, that 
the terms ‘* master and servant,’ which have been made to figure alternately in 
italics and large capitals, by way of intimation that they concealed some mysteri= 
ous or dangerous design, are at last very innocent words, and quite familiar to 
the statutes of my State, from the earliest period of its legislation down to the 
present time. And, secondly, that prisoners who might be sold by the sheriff, 
were amply secured against ill treatment, by the humane provisions of that act. 

But, sir, this is not all; there was another provision in the 19th section of the 
bill, by which the benefits secured to insolvent prisoners, by the 37th section of 
the original act, were expressly reserved. 

In the ‘act for the punishment of certain offences therein specified,” passed 
February 11, 1815, (See Chase’s Statutes, 2 vol., pages 893-4-5-6-7,) you will 
find the 37th section here referred to, and which is as follows: 

“Sec. 37. That when any person shall be confined in jail for the payment of any fine and 
costs that may be inflicted agreeably to the provisions of this act, the county commissioners may, 
if it be made to appear to their satisfaction that the person so confined cannot pay such fine and 
costs, order the sheriff or jailer of such county to discharge such person from imprisonment ; and 
the sheriff or jailer, upon receiving such order in writing, shall discharge such person accordingly : 
Provided, That the commissioners may at any time thereafter, order and cause to be issued an 
execution against the body, lands; goods, or chattels of the person so discharged from imprison- 
ment, for the amount of such fine and costs.” 

It will be observed by the curious student of our penal code, that the punish- 
ment prescribed for the various offences, defined in the original and supplement- 
ary acts, such as theft, burglary, bribery, malicious mischief, riots, assaults, bat- 
teries, attempts to corrupt jurors, &c., was fine and imprisonment in the county 
jail. And that the remedy for enforcing payment of the fines imposed, was by 
process of ‘* execution against the body, goods, chattels, lands, and tenements of 
such offender, for the amount of such fine, and the costs of prosecution, which 
might either be levied on the goods and chattels, jands and tenements, or body of 
the offender.” 
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It appears, therefore, that any person convicted and fined for any one of the 
offences specified in the original or supplementary act, could, under the 37th sec- 
tion of the former, procure his discharge from imprisonment, by application to the 
board of county commissioners, a permanent body, consisting of three members 
elected by the people of the county, and satisfying them that he was unable * to 
pay such fine and costs.” From this review of the laws existing at the time the 
supplementary bill for the punishment of minor offences, was before the Senate 
of Ohio, it plainly and incontestably results, that the operation of the 19th section, 
had it been adopted, must have been limited toa very small class of offenders, 
and those of the most vicious and hardened kind. For it could not have operated 
on any one of the following classes : : 

1. Those who had sufficient means to discharge the fine and costs of prosecu- 
tion; for, as to such, they would of course relieve themselves at once, by making 
payment. 

2. Those who were poor and destitute ; for they could procure their discharge 
from prison, by making it appear to.he satisfaction of the board of county com- 
missioners, that they were unable to pay, according to the 37th section. 

3. Nor could it extend to those who might be willing to pay the fine by labor 


on the highways, according to the provisions of the 16th section, already quoted. 


4. Nor to those whom the court might sentence to ‘hard labor,” under the 
provisions of the 17th section, before referred to. 

5. And, lastly, it could by no possibility reach the case of an honest man. 

Then on whom would it operate, you will ask? Sir, I will tell you on whom 
it would operate ; it would take effect, as it was intended it should, on that class 
of sturdy offenders who, by a fradulent sale or concealment of their property, had 
placed it beyond the reach of execution, thereby adding to their original offence 
the perpetration of a fraud. Persons of this description having property, but re- 
fusing to surrender it up, or apply it in payment of their fines, could not, and 
ought not to be relieved as persons unable to pay. No one can fail to see that 
the 37th section is comprehensive enough, in its remedial provisions, to embrace 
the case of every offender who does not by his own fraudulent act deprive him- 
self of its proffered benefits. 

To those only, then, who preferred fraud and evasion to probity and fair deal- 
ing, in the application of their property to the discharge of a fine imposed fora 
criminal offence, could the 19th section of the bill have been applied. 

But it is said that assaults and batteries, though breaches of the law, do not, as 
most other offences, imply any moral turpitude in those who commit them ; and 
yet they are not exempted from the operation of that section. True, they are 
not. But in regard to offences of that kind, I have already shown that they might 
be disposed of under the provisions of the bill that contained the section objected 
to, in two different ways: 1st. By a plea of guilty before a justice of the peace ; 
2dly. Byamicable agreement and compromise between the parties. Then, if these 
methods of adjustment failed, a prosecution by indictment was discouraged by the 
provisions that required the prosecutor to endorse the indictment for costs, and 
the party accused to be recognised to appear before the court. 

Under these various regulations, obviously intended, as indeed their effect was, 
to discourage prosecutions for assault and battery, but few cases, and those only of 
an aggravated kind, which the parties could not arrange before the magistrate, or 
settle between themselves, were ever likely to be carried into court. 

Suppose, however, a person imprisoned on account of a fine for assault and 
battery—an event that could never occur under the legal enactments to which I 
have referred, without a more than ordinary degree of delinquency, he could, 
nevertheless, procure his enlargement by any of the means before indicated. And 
if he did not avail himself of them, but chose rather to be disposed of under the 
19th section, it would clearly be his own fault. 
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In conclusion of my remarks on this branch of the case, I would ask gentlemen 
to compare the 19th with the 17th section, with a view to adjust their relative 
claims upon our approbation. If I am not greatly deceived, the latter section 
confers a power far more likely to prove dangerous and oppressive in its exercise 
than the former, and yet it passed by a silent vote, and without opposition fi from 
any one. 

Finally, what is the offence of General Harrisen in the premises? Why, sir, 
in 1821, the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of Ohio, passed 
a certain bill, by a vote of two to one, and sent it to the Senate, where a motion 
was made to strike oat a particular section; and Genera! Harrison, with other 
intelligent and , Patriotic gentlemen, voted against the motion. And this, if you 
will believe me, is his offence! ! A vote given nearly twenty years ago against 
rejecting a proposition that had received the deliberate sanction of an immense 
majority of the immediate representatives of the people, and on a question con- 
cerning which different opinions were and might be very innocently entertained, 
is now brought forward as a matter of grave accusation, and one that ought to 
arouse the whole American people with apprehensions for. the safety of their lib- 
erties.. On the contrary, I shall be greatly mistaken, if they do not, with me, re- 
gard the whole affair as utterly paltry and insignificant. Although no discussion 
was required to vindicate the vote General Harrison gave, yet some explanation 
seemed to be necessary to correct the wanton misrepresentations propagated in 
regard to it; and that correction, it is believed, has been effectually applied by a 
plain statement, showing what that vote was, and the circumstances under which 
it was given, 

[ said, in an early part of my remarks, that I intended to say a few words in 
regard to the estimation in which this charge was held by the people of Ohio. 
How they have hitherto considered it will appear from a few historical facts. The 
Hon. Thomas Morris, late Senator of the United States, and who was elected by 
the Van Buren party in the Legislature of that State, is the author of the famous 
19th section; and I presume he has no cause to be ashamed of the paternity. He 
was a member at the time of the popular branch, in which the bill originated ; and, 
for the support he gave this section, neither he nor any one of the majority with 
whom he acted was ever called in question. On the contrary, many of that num- 
ber have since been honored, in various ways, with the confidence and approba- 
tion of the people. 

Among those who voted with General Harrison in the Senate, against the mo- 
tion to strike out the section, was Ex1 BaLpwin, whose name you will find in the 
journal I have read. When General Harrison was a candidate, in 1836, for the 
Presidency, this same Mr. Baldwin was the candidate of the Van Buren party in 
that State for the office of Governor. During the canvass, which was a very an- 
imated one, the charge was made by the Van Buren party that General Harrison 
had voted to sell white men for debt. But, when it was discovered that Mr. Bald- 
win had given the same vote, the federal leaders changed their tacties, or rather 
the scene for displaying them; and they caused the charge, with all its known 
falsehood, to be put in travelling condition, and sent off to Maryland, in the hope 
that it might receive there, from the hand of strangers, a more hospitable recep- 
tion than it had met with at home, where it was better known. 

Notwithstanding his vote, Mr. Baldwin received the zealous and undivided sup- 
port of the federal locofoco party in Ohio; and, by that support, we are furnished 
with a test of their sincerity in making the charge they now use against General 
Harrison. Did they believe in the truth of that charge when they rushed to the 
polls to elect Mr. Baldwin to the first office in the State 2 

[Here Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, rose and said, that he would give it as his delib- 
erate opinion and belief; that Mr. Baldwin lost his election on account of the vote 
he gave in the Senate of Ohio, in-1821.] 
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Mr. Mason resumed and said: My colleague will find it a much easier task to 
declare what his opinion is than to reconcile that opinion with the facts of the case. 
It is true Mr. Baldwin was defeated by, I believe, about’ 6,000 votes, (I speak 
from recollection, without pretending to be precisely accurate ;) but why was he 
defeated? Because (says my colleague in an under tone) the democrats would 
not go to the polls and vote. Precisely so! And Mr. Van Buren will be de- 
feated next November for the same satisfactory reason. But, then, why would 
they not go to the polls and vote for Mr. Baldwin? Not, certainly, because he 
had given, what my colleague, in a late speech against General Harrison, chose 
to denounce as a very obnoxious vote. They were influenced by no such objec- 
tion ; for, within the space of three weeks after the defeat of Mr. Baldwin, the real 
democracy of my State not only went to the polls, but they did more, they gave 
General Har*%pn, notwithstanding the pretended sin of that vote was on him, 
fresh in their 1 Mollection, a majority over Mr. Van Buren of about 9,000 votes. 

Now, sir, as my colleague took the field, and employed all his energies to se- 
cure the election of Mr. Baldwin, we know what his opinion ¢hen was respecting 
the very same charge he is willing mow to use against General Harrison. We 
know he then treated it as false and frivolous ; for it formed with him: no objec- 
jection against the claims-of Mr. Baldwin to his confidence and support. . And 
we further know that nothing has since occurred to render the charge less false 
and frivolous than it was at that time. 

My colleague, (Mr. Duncan.) when making his speech the other day, read an 
extract from the journal of the Senate of Ohio, which set forth the 19th section 
of the bill, and the proceedings of that body in relation to it. At the same time, 
he sent to the Clerk’s table a paper which he said contained the ‘*remarks” of 
General Lucas, delivered *‘ at the time the measure was under discussion ;” and, 
that the true character of the proposition then ‘* under discussion”’ might be for- 
ever fixed in the minds of the present and all coming generations, he desired that . 
these remarks might be read: and, to give greater force to the remarks of Gen- 
eral Lucas, my colleague pronounced an extravagant eulogy on his character and 
public services. With these praises, whether well or ill-deserved, I have nothing . 
todo. The whole speech, attributed to General Lucas, furnishes internal evi- 
dence that it was not made “ at the time the measure was under discussion,”’ but 
is the production of a later period, and the effusion of a heart cankered with the 
accumulated venom of years; and the last paragraph, unluckily for the author, 
is perfectly conclusive on this point. It is in these words: ‘* The question ‘vas 
then taken on Mr. Fithian’s motion, and carried in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 
12. So this obnoxious provision, voted for and defended by Wiiu1aM H. Har- 
RISON, dues not now disgrace the statute book of Ohio.” 

General Lucas, I incline to think, would have been less bitter in his denuncia- 
tions had he not forgotten, at the late period when he wrote this speech, that he 
had himself ‘* voted for” the 17th section, which in its operation on ‘one of the 
patriots of the Revolution,” who might have been * provoked to commit an assault 
in defending the honor of his Government,” is far more rigorous and degrading 
than the section against which he has directed the thunder of his reprobation. 
Before he ventures on writing another philippic against General Harrison, I would 
call his attention to that section, and ask him why he allowed it to pass, and to 
‘disgrace the statute book of Ohio?” But, sir, as it is a thing unknown in par- 
liamentary proceedings to debate a propssition after it has been decided, and 
rather difficult to announce, pending the discussion, the precise result of the vote, 
and to designate the name of a particular individual as having voted in the nega- 
tive before the question was decided, I should be glad if my honorable colleague 
would inform me how General Lucas was enabled, during the debate on a pend- 
ing motion, to say that * the question was then taken;”’ that it was ** carried in 
the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 12;” and to declare, exultingly, that, in conse- 
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quence of this vote, the ‘¢ obnoxious proposition, voted for and defended by Wil- 
liam H. Harrison, does not Now disgrace the statute book of Ohio!” Sucha 
speech, delivered ‘* at the time the measure was under discussion,” must have 
sounded strangely in the ears of his brother Senators ! 

Again, sir, is it not a little remarkable that the ‘* now Governor of the Terri- 
tory of Lowa” should then have selected the name of General Harrison from the. 
twelve Senators who all voted the same .way, and made it the special object of a 
rude and malignant assault? And think you he would have committed this out- 
rage in his presence 2 Where was the motive, at that day, for singling out Gen- 
eral Harrison, and holding him up to the odium of the country, without one re- 
mark on the conduct of those who voted with him? No motive then existed, and 
no such speech was made. 

My colleague has been deceived. This pretended speech, lie the charge it 
is brought to support, has been trumped up to serve the party py poses of a day, 
and then to be consigned to oblivion forever. 

I have now done with this stale calumny ; and nothing remains for me to do 
but to deliver it over to the indignant scorn and contempt of an honest and gen- 
erous people. 

[The residue of Mr. Mason’s speech, being on other topics, will hereafter be 
reported.] 
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SPEECH. 





Mr. Corwin, of Ohio, rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: Iam admonished, by the eager solicitations of gentlemen 
‘around me to give way for a motion to adjourn, of that practice of the 
House, which accords us more of leisure on this day, thanis allowed us 
on any other day of the week. The servants of other good masters are, 
I believe, indulged in a sort of saturnalium in the afternoon of Saturday, 
and we have supposed, that our kind masters, the people, might be will- 
ing to grant us, their most faithful slaves, a similar respite from toil. It 
is now past three o’clock in the afternoon, and I should be very willing 
to pause in the discussion, were I not urged by those menacing cries of 
“Go on,” from various parts of the House. | In this state of things, I 
cannot hope to summon to any thing like attention the unguiet minds of 
many, or the jaded and worn down faculties of a still larger portion of 
the House. I hope, however, the House will not withhold from mea 
boon, which I have often seen granted to others, that is, the privilege of 
“speaking without being oppressed by a crowded audience, which is ac- 
companied by this additional advantage, that the orator thus situated can 
sat least listen to and hear himself. 

If you, Mr. Speaker, and the members of this House, have given that 
attention to the speech of the gentleman from Michigan, (Mr. Crary,) 
made yesterday, which some of us here thought it our duty to, bestow, I 
am sure the novelty of the scene, to say nothing more. of it, must have 
arrested your curiosity, if, indeed, it did not give rise to profound re- 
flection. | 

I need not remind the House, that it is a rule here (as I suppose it is 
everywhere else, where men dispute by any rule at all) that what is. said 
in debate should be relevant and pertinent to the subject under dis- 
cussion. The question before us, is a proposition to instruct the Com- 
mittee of Ways and! Means to report a bill granting four hundred, and 
‘fifty thousand dollars to continue the construction of the Cumberland 
‘road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The objections to the 
measure are, either that this Government is in no sense bound. by com- 
- pact to make the road, or that it is nota work of any national concern, but 
‘merely of local interest, or that the present exhausted state of the Treas- 
‘ury will not warrant the appropriation, admitting the object of it to be 
‘fairly within°the constitutional province of Congress. 

If the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens, ) and the gentle- 
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man from Maine, (Mr. Parris,) who consider the Cumberland road 2 
work of mere sectional advantage to a very small portion of the people, - 
have attended to the sage disquisitions of the gentleman from Michigan 
on the art of war, they must now either come to the conclusion, that 
almost the whole of the gentleman’s speech is what old-fashioned people 
would call a “‘non sequitur,” or else that this road conmects itself with 
not merely the military defences of the Union, but isinterwoven, most 
intimately, with the progress of science, and especially that most difficult 
of all sciences, the proper application of strategy to the exigencies of 
barbarian warfare. It will be seen, that the far-seeing sagacity and long- 
reaching understanding of the gentleman from Michigan has discovered 
that, before we can vote with a clear conscience on the instructions pro- 
posed, we must be well informed as to the number of Indians who fought 
at the battle of Tippecanoe in 1811; how the savages were painted, 
whether red, black, or blue, or whether all were blended on their bar- 
barian faces. Further, according to his views of the subject, before we: 
vote money to make a road, we must know and approve of what General 
‘Harrison thought, said, and did, at the battle of Tippecanoe ! 

Again, upon this process of reasoning, we must inquire where a gen- 
eral should be when a battle begins, especially in the night, and what his 
position during the fight, and where he should be found when it is over ; 
and particularly how a Kentuckian behaves himself, when he hears an 
Indian war-whoop in day or night. And, after settling all these puzzling 
propositions, still we must fully understand how, and by whom, the battle 
of the Thames was fought, and in what manner it then and there became 
our troops, regular and militia, to conduct themselves. Sir, it must be 
obvious, that if these topics are -germain to the subject, then does the 
Cumberland road encompass all the interests, and all the subjects, that 
touch the rights, duties, and destinies of the civilized world; and I hope 
‘we shallhear no more, from Southern gentlemen, of the narrow, sec- 
tional, or unconstitutional character of the proposed measure. That 
branch of the subject is, I hope, forever quieted, perhaps unintentionally, 
by the gentleman from Michigan. His military criticism, if it has not 
answered the purposes intended, has at leasi, in this way, done some 
service to the Cumberland road. And if my poor halting comprehension 
has not blundered, in pursuing the soaring upward flight of my friend 
‘from Michigan, he has in this discussion written a new chapter in the 
“regula philosophandi,” and made not ourselves only, but the whole 
“world his debtors in gratitude, by overturning the old worn out princi- 
ples of the ‘inductive system.” 

Mr. Speaker, there have been many and ponderous volumes written, 
and various unctious discourses delivered, on the doctrine of ‘‘ associa- 
tion.” Dugald Stewart, a Scotch gentleman of no mean pretensions in 
his day, thought much, and wrote much concerning that principle in 
‘mental philosophy ; and Brown, another of the same school, but of later 
date, has also written and said much on the same subject. This latter 
gentleman, I think, calls it “ suggestion ;” but never, I venture to say, 
‘did any metaphysician, pushing his researches furthest, and deepest, into 
that occult science, dream that would come to pass, which we have dis- 
eovered and clearly developed—that is, that two subjects so unlike, as an 
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appropriation to a road in 1840, and the tactics proper in Indian war in 
« 1811, were not merely akin, but actually, identically the same. 

_ Mr. Speaker, this discussion, I should think, if not absolutely absurd 
and utterly ridiculous, which my respect for the gentleman from Michi- 
gan and the American Congress, will not allow me to suppose, has elicited 
another trait in the American character, which has been the subject of 
great admiration with intelligent travellers from the old world. For-~ 
eigners have admired the ease with which us Yankees, as they call us, 
can turn our hands to any business or pursuit, public or private; and this 
has been brought forward, by our own people, as a proof that man, in this 
great and free republic, is a being very far superior to the same animal 
in other parts of the globe less favored than ours. <A proof of the most 
convincing character of this truth, so flattering to our national pride, is 
exhibited before our eyes,in the gentleman from Michigan, delivering 
to the world a grave lecture on the caihpaigns of General Harrison, 
including a variety of very interesting military events, in the years 1811, 
1812, and 1813. In all other countries, and in all former times, before 
now, a gentleman who would either speak or be listened to, on the sub- 
ject of war, involving subtle criticisms on strategy, and careful reviews 
of marches, sieges, battles, regular and casual, and irregular onslaughts, 
would be required to show, first, that he had studied much, investigated 
fully, and digested well, the science and history of his subject. But - 
here, sir, no such painful preparation is required ; witness the gentleman 
from Michigan. He has announced to the House that he is a militia 
general on the peace establishment!! That he is a lawyer we know, 
tolerably well read in Tidd’s Practice and Espinasse’s Nisi Prius.. These 
studies, so happily adapted to the subject of war, with an appointment 
in the militia in time of peace, furnish him, at once, with. all the knowl- 
_edge necessary to discourse to us, as from high authority, upon all the 
mysteries in the “trade of death.”? Again, Mr. Speaker, it must occur 
to every one, that we, to whom these questions are submitted, and these 
military criticisms are addressed, being all colonels at least, and most of 
us, like the gentleman himself, brigadiers, are, of all conceivable tribu- 
nals, best qualified to decide any nice point connected with military 
science. I hope the House will not be alarmed by an impression, that E 
am about to discuss one or the other, of the military questions now before 
us at length, but I wish to submit a remark or two, by way of preparing 
us for a proper appreciation of the merits of the discourse we have heard, 
I trust, as we are all brother officers, that the gentleman from Michigan, 
and the two hundred and forty colonels, or generals, of this honorable 
House, will receive what I have to say, as coming from an old brother in 
arms, and addressed to them in a spirit of candor, 


¢*Such as becomes comrades free, 
Reposing after victory.” 


Sir, we all know the military studies of the gentleman from Michigan, 
before he was promoted. I take it to be, beyond a reasonable doubt, 
that he had perused with great care the title page of ‘* Baron Steu- 
ben.” Nay, I go further; as the gentleman has incidentally assured us 
he is prone to look into musty and neglected volumes, I venture to as- 

- sert, without vyouching the fact from personal knowledge, that he has 
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prosecuted his researches so far as to be able to know that the rear rank 


stands right behind the front... This, I think, is fairly inferrible from 
what I understood him to say of the lines of encampment at Tippecanoe. 
Thus we see, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman from Michigan, so far as 
study can give us knowledge of a subject, comes before us, with claims 
to great profundity. But this is a subject, which, of all others, requires 
the aid of actual experience to make us wise. Now the gentleman from 
Michigan, being a militia general, as he has told us, his brother officers, 
in that simple statement has revealed the glorious history of toils, priva- 
tions, sacrifices, and bloody scenes, through which we know, from expe- 
rience and observation, a militia officer in time of peace is sure to pass. 
We all, in fancy, now see the gentleman from Michigan in that most 
dangerous and glorious event in the life of a militia general on the peace 
establishment—a parade day! That day for which all the other days of 
his life seem to have been made. We can see the troops in motion; 
umbrellas, hoe and axe handles, and other like deadly implements of 
war overshadowing all the field, when lo! the leader of the host ap- 
proaches, 
‘Far off his coming shines ;” 


his plume, white, after the fashion of the great Bourbon, is of ample 


length, and reads its doleful history in the bereaved necks and bosoms 


of forty neighboring hen-roosts! Like the great Suwaroff, he seems. 


somewhat careless in forms and points of dress; hence his epaulets may 
be on his shoulders, back, or sides, but still gleaming, gloriously gleam- 
ing in the sun. Mounted he is, too, let it not be forgotton. Need I de- 
scribe to the colonels and generals of this honorable House the steed 


which heroes bestride on such oceasions? No,I see the memory of 


other days is with you. You see before you the gentleman from Michi-~ 
gan mounted on his crop-eared, bushy-tailed mare, the singular obliqui- 
ties of whose hinder limbs is described by that most expressive phrase, 
“sickle hams”—her height just fourteen hands, “all told; yes, sir, 
there you see his “‘ steed that laughs at the shaking.of the spear;” that 
is, his “ war-horse whose neck is clothed with thunder.” Mr. Speaker, 
we have glowing descriptions in history of Alexander the Great, and his 
war-horse Bucephalus, at the head of the invincible Macedonian pha- 
lanx ; but, sir, such are the improvements of modern times, that every one 
must see, that our militia general, with his crop-eared mare, with bushy- 
tail and sickle-ham, would literally frighten off a battle-field, an hun- 
dred Alexanders. But, sir, to the history of the parade day. The gen- 
eral thus mounted, and equipped, is in the field, and ready for action. 


On the eve of some desparate enterprise, such as giving order to shoul-. 


der arms, it may be, there occurs a crisis, one of the accidents of war 
which no sagacity could foresee or prevent. A cloud rises and passes. 
over the sun! Here an occasion oceurs for the display of that greatest 
of all traits in the character of a commander, that tact which enables him 


to seize upon and turn to good account, events unlooked for, as they — 


arise. Now forthe caution, wherewith the Roman Fabius foiled the 
skill and courage of Hannibal. A retreat is ordered, and troops and 
general, in a twinkling, are found safely bivouacked in a neighboring 
grocery! But, even here, the general still has room for the exhibition of 
hereze deeds. Hot from the field, and chafed with the untoward events 


3 


7 


of the day, your general unsheaths his trenchant blade, eighteen inches 
in length, as you will well remember, and, with an energy and remorse- 
less fury, he slices the watermelons that lie in heaps around him, and 
shares them with his surviving friends. Other of the sinews of war are 
not wanting here. Whiskey, Mr. Speaker, that great leveller of modern 
times, is here also, and the shells of the watermelons are filled to the 
brim. Here again, Mr. Speaker, is shown how the extremes of barbar- 
ism and civilization meet. As the Scandinavian heroes of old, after the 
fatigues of war, drank wine from the skulls of their slaughtered enemies, 
in Odin’s Halls, so now our militia general and his forces, from the skulls 
of melons thus vanquished, in copious draughts of whiskey, assuage the 
heroic fire of their souls, after the bloody scenes of a parade day. But 
alas, for this short-lived race of ours, all things will have an end,.and so 
even is it with the glorious achievements of our general. Time is on 
the wing, and will not stay his flight; the sun, as if frightened at the 
mighty events of the day, rides down the sky, and at the close of the day 
when “the hamlet is still,” the curtain of night drops upon the scene, 


** And glory, like the phenix in its fires, 
Exhales its odors, blazes, and expires.” 


Such, sir, has been the experience in war of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan. We know this from the simple annunciation that he is and hag 
' been a brigadier of militia in time of peace. And now, having a full un- 
derstanding of the qualifications of our learned general, both from study 
and practice, I hope the House will see, that it should give its profound 
reflection to his discourses on the art of war. And this it will be more 
inclined to, when we take into view, that the gentleman has, in his re- 
view of General Harrison’s campaigns, modestly imputed to the latter great 
mistakes, gross blunders, imbecility, and even worse than this, as I shall 
show hereafter. The force, too, of the lecture of our learned and experi- 
enced friend from Michigan, is certainly greatly enhanced, when we con- 
sider another admitted fact, which is, that the general whose imbecility 
and errors he has discovered had not, like the gentleman from Michigan, 
the great advantage of serving in watermelon campaigns, but only fought 
fierce Indians, in the dark forests of the West, under such stupid fellows 
as Anthony Wayne, and was afterwards appointed to the command of 
large armies, by the advice of such an inexperienced boy as Gov. Shelby, 
the hero of King’s Mountain. . 

And now, Mr. Speaker, as I have the temerity to entertain doubts, 
and with great deference to differ in my opinions on this military ques- 
tion with the gentleman from Michigan, I desire to state a few historical 
facts, concerning General Harrison, whom the general from Michigan has 
pronounced incapable, imbecile, and, as I shall notice hereafter, some- 
thing worse even than these. General Harrison was commissioned by 
General Washington an officer of the regular army of the United States 
in the year 1791. He served as aid to General Anthony Wayne, in the 
campaign against the Indians, which resulted in the battle of the Rapids 
of the Maumee, in the fall of 1794. Thus,in his youth, he was selected 
by General Wayne, as one of his military family. And what did this 
youthful officer do in that memorable battle of the Rapids? Here, Mr. 
Speaker, let me summon a witness merely to show how military men 
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may differ. The witness I call to controvert the opinion of the gentleman 
from Michigan is General Anthony Wayne. In his letter to the Secre- 
tary of War, giving an account of the battle of the Rapids, he says: 


*¢ My faithful and gallant Lieutenant Harrison rendered the most essential services, by com- 
municating my orders in every direction, and by his conduct and bravery exciting the troops to 
press for victory.” 


Sir, this evidence was given by General Wayne in the year 1794, 
some time, I imagine, before the gentleman from Michigan was born, 
and long before he became a militia general, and long, very long, before 
he ever perused the title page of Baron Steuben. Mr. Speaker, let me 
remind the House, in passing, that this battle and victory over the In- 
dian forces of the Northwest, in which, according to the testimony of 
General Wayne, “‘ Lieutenant Harrison rendered the most essential ser- 
vices, by his conduct and bravery,” gave peace to an exposed line of 
frontier, extending from Pittsburgh to the southern borders of Tennes- 
see. It was, in truth, the close of the war of the Revolution; for the In- 
dians who took part with Great Britain in our Revolutionary struggle 
never laid down their arms, untilafter they were vanquished by Wayne, 
in 1794. 

We now come to see something of the man, the general, whose mili- 
tary history our able and experienced general from’ Michigan has re- 
viewed. We know, that debates like this have sometimes been had in 
the British Parliament. There, I believe, the discussion was usually 
conducted by those in the House, who had seen, and not merely heard 
of service. We all know that Colonel Napier has, in several volumes, 
reviewed the campaigns of Wellington, and criticised the movements 
and merits of Beresford, and Soult, and Massena, and many others, quite, 
yes, I say, quite as well known in military history as any of us, not even 
excepting our general from Michigan. We respect the opinions of 
Napier, because we know he not only thought of war, but that he fought 
too. We respect and admire that combination of military skill, with 
profound statesmanlike views, which we find in ‘ Czsar’s Comment- 
aries,” because we know the “ mighty Julius” was a soldier, trained in 
the field, and inured to the accidents and dangers of war. But, sir, we 
generals of Congress require no such painful discipline to give value to 
our opinions. We men of the 18th century know all things intuitively. 
We understand perfectly the military art by nature. Yes, sir, the notions 
of the gentleman from Michigan agree exactly with a sage by the name 
of ‘‘ Dogberry,” who insisted that ‘“‘ reading and writing come by nature.” 
Mr. Speaker, we have heard and read much of “the advance of know- 
ledge, the improvement of the species, and the great march of mind,” 
but never till now have we understood the extent of meaning in these 
pregnant phrases. For instance, the gentleman from Michigan asserts 
that General Harrison has none of the qualities of a general, because, at 
the battle of Tippecanoe, he was found at one time at a distance from his 
tent, urging his men on to battle. He exposed his person too much, it 
seems. He should have staid at his tent, and waited for the officers to 
come to him for orders. Well, sir, see now to what conclusion this 
leads us. Napoleon seized a standard at Lodi, and rushed in front of 
his columns, across a narrow bridge, which was swept by a whole park 
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of German artillery. Hence, Napoleon was no officer; he did not know 
how to command an army. He, like Harrison, exposed his person too 
much. Oh, Mr. Speaker, what a pity for poor Napoleon, that he had 
not studied Steuben, and slaughtered water-melons with us natural-born 
generals of this great age of the world! Sir, it might have altered the 
map of Europe; nay, changed the destinies of the world! 

Again: Alexander the Great spurred his horse foremost into the river, 
and led his Macedonians across the Granicus, to rout the Persians who 
stood full opposed on the other side of the stream. True, this youth 
conquered the world, and made himself. master of what had constituted 
the Medean, Persian, Assyrian, and Chaldean empires. Still, according 
to the judgment of us warriors by nature, the mighty Macedonian would 
have consulted good sense, by coming over here, if, indeed, there were 
any here hereabouts in those days, and studying, like my friend from 
Michigan, first Tidd’s Practice, and Espinasse’s Nisi Prius, and a little 
snatch of Steuben, and serving as a general of militia awhile. Sir, 
Alexander the Great might have made a man of himself in the art of war, 
had he even been a member of our Congress, and heard us colonels dis- 
cuss the subject of an afternoon ortwo. Indeed, Alexander, or Satan, 
i doubt not, would have improved greatly in strategy by observing, 
during this session, the tactics of the Administration party, on the New 
Jersey election question. Mr. Speaker, this objection to a general, be- 
cause he will fight, is not original with my friend from Michigan. I 
remember a great authority, in point, agreeing with the gentleman in 
this. In the times of the Henrys, 4th and 5th, of England, there lived 
one Captain Jack Falstaff. If Shakspeare may be trusted, his opinions 
of the art military were exactly those of the gentleman from Michigan. 
He uniformly declared, as his deliberate judgment on the subject, that 
“ discretion was the better part of valor ’? and this is an authority for 
the gentleman. But who shall decide? Thus the authority stands— 
Alexander, the mighty Greek, and Napoleon Bonaparte, and Harrison, 
on one side, and Captain John Falstaff and the General from Michigan 
on the other! Sir, I must leave a question thus sustained by authorities, 
both ways, to posterity.. Perhaps the lights of another age may enable 
the world to decide it; I confess my inability to say, on which side the 
weight of authority lies. 

I hope I may obtain the pardon of the American Congress, for advert- 
ing in this discussion to another matter, gravely put forward by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan. Without the slightest feeling of disrespect to 
that gentleman, I must be allowed to say that his opinions, (hastily, I am 
‘sure, ) obtruded on the House on this military question, can only be con- 
sidered as subjects of merriment. 

But I come to notice, since I am compelled to it, one observation of 
the gentleman, which I feel quite certain, on reflection, he will regret 
himself. In a sort of parenthesis in his speech, he said that a rumor pre- 
vailed at the time (alluding to the battle of Tippecanoe) that Colonel 
Joseph H. Davies, of Kentucky, who commanded a squadron of cavalry 
there, was, by some trick of General Harrison, mounted, during the 
battle, on a white horse belonging to the General, and that, being thus 
conspicuous in the fight, he was a mark for the assailing Indians, and fell 
in a charge at the head of his men. The gentleman says he does not 


10 


vouch for the truth of this. Sir, it is well that he does not vouch here 
for the truth of a long-exploded slander. It requires a bold man, a man 
possessing a great deal of moral courage, to make even an allusion to a 
charge such as that, against one whose ‘only possessions in this world are 
his character for courage and conduct in war in his country’s defence, 
and his unstained integrity in the various civil offices it has been his duty 
to occupy. Did not the gentleman know that this vile story was known 
by every intelligent man west of the mountains to be totally without 
foundation? The gentleman seemed to appeal to the gallant Kentuck- 
ians to prove the truth of this innuendo. He spoke of the blood of their 
countrymen so profusely poured out at Tippecanoe, as if they would give 
countenance to the idea that the gallant Davies, who fell in that engage- 
ment, fell a victim to the artifice of the commanding general, and their 
other gallant sons who fell there, were wantonly sacrificed by the gross 
ignorance of General Harrison in Indian warfare. Now, sir, before the 
gentleman made this appeal, he should have remembered a few historical 
facts, which, if known to him, as I should suppose they were to every 
other man twenty years of age in Western America, would make the 
whole speech of that gentleman little else than a most wanton insult to 
the understanding of the people and Government of Kentucky. Let us 
briefly notice the facts. 

In November, 1811, the battle of Tippecanoe wasfought. There Colonel 
Davies and Colonel Owens, with other Kentuckians, fell. These, says 
the gentleman, (at least he insinuates it,) were sacrificed by either the 
cowardly artifice or by the ignorance of General Harrison. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I abhor the habit of open flattery, nay, I do not like to look in 
the face of a man, and speak of him in warm terms of eulogium, how- 
ever he may deserve it; but, sir, on this occasion I am obliged to say, 
what history will attest, ‘of the people of Kentucky. If any community 
of people ever lived, from the time. of the dispersion on the plain of 
Shinar up to this day, who were literally cradled in war, it is to be found 
in the State of Kentucky. From the first exploration of the country by 
Daniel Boon up to the year 1794, they were engaged in one incessant 
battle with the savages of the West. Trace the path of an Indian in- 
eursion any where over the great valley of the West, and you will find 
it red with Kentucky blood. Wander over any of the battle-fields of that 
great theatre of savage war, and you will find it white with the bones of 
her children. In childhood they fought the Indians, with their sisters and 
mothers, in their dwellings. In youth and ripe manhood they fought them 
in ambuseades and open battle-fields. Such were the men of Kentucky 
in 1811, wher the battle of Tippecanoe was fought. There, too, as we 
know, they were still found foremost where life was to be lost or glory won; 
and there they were commanded by General. Harrison. Now, sir, if in 
that battle General Harrison had not conducted as became a soldier and 
a general, would not. such men have seen and knownit? Did Kentucky 
in 1811, mourning as, she then did the loss of one of her greatest and 
most. valued citizens, condemn (as the gentleman from Michigan has 
attempted to) the conduct of the general who commanded in that battle? 
Let us see how they testified. 

In January, 1812, two months after the battle of Tippecanoe, the 
Legislature of Kentucky was.in session. On the 7th of January, 1812, 
the following resolution passed that body: 
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** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Kentucky, That, in 
the late campaign against the Indians upon the Wabash, Gov. William Henry Harrison has be- 
haved like a hero, a patriot, and a general; and that for his cool, deliberate, skilful, and gallant 
conduct in the battle of Tippecanoe, he well deserves the warmest thanks of his country and his 
nation.” 


Mr. Speaker, the resolution I have just read was presented by Joun J. 
CrIrTeNnDEN, now a Senator from the State of Kentucky, whom to name 
is to call to the minds of all who know him, a.man whose urbanity and 
varied accomplishments present a model of an American gentleman, 
whose wisdom, eloquence, and integrity have won for him the first rank 
amongst American statesman. Such a man, with both branches of the 
Kentucky Legislature, have testified, two months only after the event 
took place, that in the campaign and battle of Tippecanoe, General Har- 
rison combined the skill and conduct of an able commander, with the 
valor of a soldier and the patriotism of an American. Who rises up 
twenty-eight years afterwards to contradict this? The young gentleman 
from Michigan! He who, at the time referred to, was probably conning 
Webster’s spelling book in some village school_in Connecticut. But, 
Mr. Speaker, I must call another witness upon the point in issue here. 
On the 12th of November, 1811, the Territorial Legislature of Indiana 
wasin session. This is just five days after the battle. That Legislature, 
through the Speaker of its House of Representatives, General William 
Johnson, addressed General Harrison in the following terms: 


‘*Sir: The House of Representatives of the Indiana Territory, in their own name, and in 
behalf of their constituents, most cordially reciprocate, the congratulations of your Excellency on 
the glorious result of the late sanguinary conflict with the Shawnee Prophet, and the tribes of 
Indians confederated with him. When we see displayed in behalf of our country not only the 
consummate abilities of the general, but the heroism of the man; and when we take into view 
the benefits which must result to that country from those exertions, we cannot, for a moment, 
withhold our meed of applause,” 


Here, sir, we have two Legislatures of the States whose citizens com- 
posed the militia force at Tippecanoe, grieved and smarting under the 
loss of their fellow citizens uniting in solemn council in bearing their 
testimony to the skill and bravery displayed by General Harrison in that 
battle, which the gentleman from Michigan, with a self-complacency that 
might well pass for insanity, now says he has discovered was marked by 
palpable incapacity in the commanding General. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
must call yet another, nay, several other witnesses, to confront the opinion 
of the Michigan general. 

In August, 1812, about nine months after the battle of Tippecanoe, 
news of fearful import concerning the conduct of General Hull reached 

‘“Obio and Kentucky. Our army had fallen back on Detroit, and rumors 
of the surrender of that place to the British, which did actually take 
place, were floating on every breeze. Three regiments of militia were 
immediately raised in Kentucky. , Before these troops had taken the 
field, it was well known that our army under Hull, with the whole Ter- 
ritory of Michigan, had been surrendered to the combined British and 
Indian forees, commanded by Brock and Tecumseh. Our whole frontier 
in the Northwest lay bare and defenceless to the invasion, not only of 
the British army, but the more terrible incursion of a savage foe, hungry 
for plunder and thirsting for blood, led on by the most bold and accom- 
plished warrior that the tribes of the red man had ever produced. In this 
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state of peril, the gallant army of Kentucky looked round for a leader 
equal to the imminent and momentous crisis. There was Scott, the then 
Governor of Kentucky, who had fought through the Revolutionary war, 
and, under the eye of Washington, had risen to the rank of brigadier in 
the regular service. There, too, was the veteran Shelby, one of the he- 
roes of King’s Mountain, a name that shall wake up the tones of enthu- 
siasm in every American heart, while heroic courage is esteemed, or 
lofty integrity remains a virtue. There, too, was Clay, whose trumpet- 
tongue in this Hall was worth a thousand cannon in the field. These 
were convened in council. This, let us not forget, was about nine months 
after the battle of Tippecanoe. Whom, sir, I ask, did these men select 
to lead their own friends and fellow-citizens on to this glorious enter- 
prise? Their laws required that their militia should be commanded by 
one of their own citizens; yet, passing by Scott and Shelby, and thou- 
sands of their own brave sons, this council called General Harrison, then 
Governor of Indiana—he who had commanded Kentuckians but nine 
months before at Tippecanoe—he who, according to the gentleman from 
Michigan, had shown no trait but imbecility as an officer—he, against the 
laws of Kentucky, was by such a council asked to resign his station as 
Governor of Indiana, and take the rank and commission of Major Gene- 
ral in the Kentucky militia, and lead on her armies in that fearful hour, 
to redeem our national disgrace, and snatch from British dominion and 
savage butchery the very country now represented by the gentleman 
from. Michigan. I have yet one other witness to call against the gentle- 
man from Michigan. Sir, if the last rest of the illustrious dead is dis- 
turbed in this unnatural war upon a living soldier’s honor and a living pa- 
riot’s fame, the fault is not mine. It will appear presently that the gentle- 
man from Michigan has—unwittingly, it may be—dishonored and insulted 
the dead, and charged the pure and venerated Madison with hypocrisy and 
falsehood. If General Harrison had been the weak, wicked, or imbecile 
thing the gentleman from Michigan would now pretend, was not this 
known to Mr. Madison, then President of the United States, who gave 
the orders under which General Harrison acted, and to whom the latter 
was responsible for his conduct? Surely no one can suppose that there 
were wanting those who, if they could have done so with truth, would 
have made known any conduct of General Harrison at the time referred 
to which seemed in any degree worthy of reprehension. With all these 
means of information, what was the testimony of Mr. Madison respecting 
the battle of Tippecanoe ? Iwill quote his own words from his message 
to Congress about a month after the event. The message is dated 18th 
December, 1811, and reads as follows: 

** While it is deeply to be lamented that so many valuable lives have been lost in the action 
which took place on the 7th ultimo, Congress will see with satisfaction the dauntless spirit of 
fortitude victoriously displayed by every description of troops engaged, as well as the collected 


Jirmness which distinguished their commander on an occasion requiring the utmost exertions 
of valor and discipline.” 


Mr. Speaker, I have no pleasure in thus recapitulating and piling proof 
upon proof to repel an insinuation, which I think is now apparent to all 
has been thrown out in the madness of party rage, without consideration, 
and founded only on a total perversion, or rather flat contradiction, of 
every historical record having relation to the subject. 
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Something was said by the gentleman from Michigan about the en- 
campment at Tippecanoe. If I understood him rightly, he condemned 
it as injudicious, because it had a river on one side, and a morass on an- 
other. Now, Mr. Speaker, I shall give no opinion on the question thus 
stated ; but it just now occurs to me that this very subject, which I think 
in the military vocabulary is called castrametation, admits of some seri- 
ous inquiry bearing upon the criticism under consideration. In almost 
all scientific research, we find that what is now reduced to system, 
and arises to the dignity of science, was at first the product of some 
casualty, which, falling under the notice of some reflecting mind, gave rise 
to surprising results. The accidental falling of an apple developed. the 
great law of gravitation. I am sure I have somewhere seen it stated that 
Pyrrhus, the celebrated King of Epirus, who is allowed by all authority 
to have been the first general of his time, first learned to fortify his camp 
by having a river in his rear and a morass on his flank ; and this was first 
suggested to him by seeing a wild boar, when hunted to desperation, 
back himself against a tree or rock, that he might fight his pursuers with- 
out danger of being assailed in his rear. Now, sir, if 1 comprehend the 
gentleman from Michigan he has against him on this point not only the 
celebrated king of Epirus, but also the wild boar, who, it seems, was the 
tutor of Pyrrhus in the art of castrametation. Here, then, are two ap- 
pore authorities, one of whom nature taught the art of war, as she 

indly did us colonels, and the other that renowned hero of Epirus, who 
gave the Romans so much trouble in his time. These authorities are 
near two thousand years old, and, as far as I know, unquestioned, till the 
gentleman from Michigan attacked them yesterday. Here, again, I ask 
who shall decide? Pyrrhus and the boar on one side, and the gentle- 
man from Michigan on the other. Sir, 1 decline jurisdiction of the ques- 
tion, and leave the two hundred and forty colonels of this House to set- 
_ tle the contest, ‘non nostrum tantas componere lites.” ~ 

Mr. Speaker, I feel it quite impossible to withdraw from this part of 
the debate without some comment on another assertion, or rather intima- 
tion, of the gentleman from Michigan, touching the conduct of General 
Harrison at the battle of the Thames. All who have made themselves 
acquainted with the history of that event, know that the order in which 
_ the American army was to attack the combined force of British and In- 

-dians at the Thames was changed at the very moment when the onset 
was about to be made. This order of the general drew forth from Com- 
modore Perry and others, who were in the staff of the army, and on the 
ground at the time, the highest encomiums. The idea of this change in 
the plan of attack, it is now intimated, was not original with General 
Harrison, but was, as the gentleman seems to intimate, suggested to him 
by another, who, it is said, was on the ground at the time. Who that 
other person is, or was, the gentleman has not said, but seemed to inti- 
mate he was now in the other end of the Capitol; and thus we are led 
to suppose that the gentleman intends to say that Colonel Johnson, the 
Vice President, is the gentleman alluded to. Sir, I regret very much 
that the gentleman should treat historical facts in this way. If there be 
any foundation for giving Colonel Johnson the honor of having suggested 
to General Harrison a movement for which the latter has received great 
praise, why not speak out and say so? Why insinuate? Why hint or 
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suppose on a subject susceptible of easy and positive proof? Does not 
the gentleman know that he is thus trifling with the character of a soldier, 
playing with reputation dearer than property or life to its possessor? 
Sir, I wish to know if Colonel Johnson, the Vice President of the United 
States, has, by any word or act of his, given countenance to this insinu- 
ation? Jt would be well for all who speak at random on this subject to 
remember that there are living witnesses yet who can testify to the point 
in question. It may not be amiss to remind some that there is extant a 
journal of Colonel Wood, who afterwards fell on the Niagara frontier. 
For the benefit of such, I too, will state what can be proved in relation 
to the change made by General Harrison in the order of attack at the 
Thames. 

The position of the British and Indians had been reported to General 
Harrison by volunteer officers—brave men, itis, true, but who, like many 
of us, were officers who had not seen a great deal of hard fighting. On 
this report the order of attack first intended was founded, but, before the 
troops were ordered on to the attack, Colonel Wood was sent to examine 
and report the extent of front occupied by the British troops. Colonel 
Wood’s military eye detected at once what had escaped the unpractised 
observation of the others—that is, that the British regulars were drawn 
up in open order; and it was on his report that, at the moment, the 
change was made by General Harrison in the order of the attack—a 
movement which, in the estimation of such men as Wood, and Perry, 
and Shelby, was enough of itself to entitle General Harrison to the 
highest rank among the military men of the age. | 

Mr. Speaker, when I review the historical testimony touching this 
portion of General Harrison’s history, I confess my amazement at the 
Quixotic, (I pray my friend from Michigan to pardon me,) but I must 
call it the Quixotic exhibition which he has made of himself. Sir, the 
gentleman had no need to tell us he was a general of militia. His con- 
duct in this discussion is proof of that—strong even as his own word for 
the fact. He has shown all that reckless bravery which has always cha- 
racterized our noble militia, but he has also, in this attack, shown that 
other quality of militia troops which so frequently impels them’ to rush 
blindly forward, and often to their own destruction. I should like to 
hear many of the brave men around me speak of General Harrison. | 

_ Some there are now under my eye who carry British bullets in their 
bodies, received while fighting under the command of General Harrison. 
I should be glad to hear my whole-souled and generous-hearted friend 
from Kentucky, (Major Burier,) who agrees with the gentleman from 
Michigan in general politics, who has not merely heard of battle, but 
who has mingled in war in all its forms, and fought his way from the 
ranks up to the head of a battalion—I say I should be glad to hear his 
opinions of the matters asserted, hinted at, and insinuated by the gentle- 
man from Michigan. 

Why, I ask, is this attempt to falsify the common history of our coun- 
try made now, and why is it made here? Is it vainly imagined that Con- 
gressional speeches are to contradict accredited long-known historical 
facts? Does the fierce madness of party indulge a conception so wild? 

Sir, I repeat, that I feel only amazement at such an attempt. I could 
not sit still and witness it in silence. Much as I desired to speak to the 
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House and the country on the question touching the Cumberland road, 
I should have left it to others, had I not been impelled to get the floor to 
bear my testimony against the gross injustice which I thought was about 
to be done to a citizen—an honored, cherished citizen of my own State. 
This House, Mr. Speaker, knows that I am not given to much babbling 
here. Yes, sir, you all know that, like Balaam’s ass, I never speak here 
till I am kicked into it. I may claim credit, therefore, for sincerity, 
when I declare that a strong sense of justice alone could have called me 
into this debate. Let me now remind gentlemen who may be tempted 
into a similar course with my friend from Michigan, that all such efforts 
must recoil with destructive effect upon those who make them. _ Sir, it 
has been the fortune of General Harrison to be identified with the civil 
and military history of this country for nearly half a century. What is 
to be gained, even to party, by perverting that history? Nothing. You 
may blot out a page of his biography here, and tear out a chapter of his- 
tory there; nay, you may, in the blindness of party rage, rival the Vandal 
and the Turk, and burn up all your books, and what then have you effect-: 
ed? Nothing but an insane exhibition of impotent party violence. Gen. 
Harrison’s history would still remain in the memory of his and your co- 
temporaries; and coming events, not long to be delayed, will show to 
the world that his history, in both legislation and war, dwells not merely 
inthe memories of his countrymen, but is enshrined in their gratitude 
and engraven upon their hearts. 

Mr. Speaker, I come now to the discussion of what is really the ques- 
tion before the House, and, with the hope that I may be entitled to the 
floor on Monday, I will, if it be the pleasure of the House, give way for 
a motion to adjourn. If I can obtain the floor on Monday, I promise the 
House that nothing shall tempt me to wander from the question touching 
the appropriation for the Cumberland road, a work which, if it be not 
crushed by the wretched policy of this Administration, will reflect as 
much glory upon your civil history as the deeds of the great, and patriotic 
citizen, whose conduct I have been compelled to notice, ever did upon 


_ your military annals. 


On motion, the House then adjourned. 
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ate a policy, by which such results have been pro- 
duced. It istime to abandon the new destruc- 
tive measures, borrowed from the despots of Eu- 
rope, before they shall have consummated their 
mischief, and to place the administration of the 
government in the hands of wise and virtuous 
men, who willtake council from experience ~for- 
suke the footsteps of folly and iguorance, and re- 
turn to the plain, republican paths of the illustri- 
ous men, under whose guidance we were happy 
and prosperous, Such men are to be found in 
this country. 
the Harrisburgh Convention. : 

It has been my lotto be personally and intimate- 
ly acquainted with those distinguished gentlemeu 
for a number of years, They are both intelligent, 
experienced statesmen,—they are fure, consistent, 
Jeffersonian republicans. 

With the illustrious Furmer of North Bend, my 





acquaintanee has been the mast intimate, and of 


ihe greatest duration, It commenced in 1796, 
when he wasa captain in the army of General 
Wayne, and Commandant of Port Washington. 
Fromm that time to the present day, I have been fa- 
miliar with his conrse of life, both private and 
public. Laborious industry and unyielding integ- 
rity have been prominent traits in. his character, 
oor has le been distinguished by these mure than 
by sobriety and benevolence. 

Kindness and unassuming simplicity of man- 
ners, have marked his intercourse with men in all 
ura les of society. No honest man, whether high 
or low, rivhor poor, has been slighted by him. — 
The traveller has always found a resting place in 
his humble, but hospitable and well supplied mau- 
sion. and never did the owner of that mansion ut- 
ter a greater truth, than when he told the brave 
men who had returned with tim fronr, the yioto 
rious field of Tippecanoe, thatAthey should never 
find his doorshut, and the strivg of the lateh pull- 
ed in. With hit the accumulation of wealth has 
not been aleading object. Ie never was anbiti- 
ous of aping the folly of those who indulge in ex- 
travagant, splendid equipage. le never believed 
that such displays increase the dignity or add to 
the happiness of life. The cultivation of the soil 
has been his favorite pursuit, and Atmerican far- 
mers have been the companions of a large portion 
of his time. Pleased with their simple mode of 
living, as well as with their occupation, he adop 
ted it in early life, and has found it to be entirely 

onvenial with his feelings; while it bac epalie 
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nity, She expects a hard chase, \\\s 
throw down the glove to any of thy 
mittee will give her something jb 
signalize the victory. If they refiev 
shall contend for the privilege of ¢ 
storing the banner—and of unfdldi:\i 
of July. What say, General Wa) 
have the banner—provided we do 
we can do and shall do ?—Middli 
Press. | 
Certainly, we have no objection | 
which gives the largest majority he; 
the county of that state which stands , |) 
be the keeper of it. 
FOREIGN NEWS. | 
By the arrival of the steamer Cale:ni 
ton, Liverpool papers are received to ie 
The prospect of war is lessened. It | 
that Mehemet Ali of Egypt will con. 
Syria only for life ; and itis supposed” 2 Wt 
ties will ngree to this. The trial of B. 
going on at Paris (secret x ) 


County Convention.—The Whigs o. 
County are to hold a county convention, 
at Shelden, on the 20th inst. ry 
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Strength of Parties in Vermont.—T 
result proves that we were entirely 
mark in our report of the result in th 
Election. lor Governor, we put Jen 
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OPINIONS OF THE 
LATE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATRS, 


JOHN MARSHALL, 


CONCERNING 


FREEMASONRY. 


It was accidentally discovered that a gentleman in Norfolk 
County, Mass., had a copy of a letter from the late Chief Justice 
of the United States to the Hon. Edward Everett, on the sub- 
ject of Freemasonry. Being requested he furnished the one 
which follows, accompanying it, in his letter to the applicant, 
with these very appropriate remarks, 


October 21st, 1840. 
Dear Sir, 


Annexed is a copy of Judge Marshall’s letter to Mr. Edward 
Everett, while, if my memory serves me, Governor of this 
Commonwealth, the date of it, however, will show. The 
judge, although pointedly averse to having his letter appear or 
even to be alluded to in the papers, yet he indirectly counsels 
Mr. Everett as a public man, to an expression of his opinion in 


od 


\2 
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a decent, manly, frank and firm manner ; from which the judge 
seems fully apprized of the malignant character of the insti- 
tution towards its backsliding members. Judge Marshall 
urges his advanced age and his wish for.repose, as reasons 
why he would not engage in “‘any tempestuous sea ;”’ but his 
age and also his respectability seem to be substantial reasons, 
why they should be made use of to destroy an institution preg- 
nant with so much evil as to commit murder, and so much 
strength as to conceal and protect the murderer! But the 
Judge has now obtained the repose of the grave, and though 
dead, may his letter speak, may it be printed, and speak to gen- 
erations yet unborn, should hereafter an effort be made to re- 
vive the base, the murderous and detestable institution. 


Yours, &c. 


THE LETTER. 


Richmond, July 22d, 1833. 
My Dear Sir, 


I have received your favor of the 16th, enclosing a printed 
copy of your letter respecting Masonry to Mr. Atwell, accom 
panied by printed copies of letters from Gen. Washington and 
Mr. Madison on the same subject. 

Soon after entering the army, I was made a Mason. In ad- 
dition to the motives, which usually actuate young men, I was 
induced to become a candidate for admission into the society, 
by the assurance that the brotherly love, which pervaded it 
and the duties imposed on its members, might be of great 
service to me in the vicissitudes of fortune to which a soldier 
was exposed. After the army was disbanded, I found the or- 
der in high estimation, and every gentleman I saw in this part 
of Virginia was a member. I followed the crowd for a time 
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without attaching any importance to its object, or giving my- 
self the trouble to inquire why others did. It soon lost its at-. 
traction, and though there are several Lodges in the city of 
Richmond, I have not been in one of them for more than forty 
years, except once, on an invitation to accompany General La 
Fayette, nor have I been a member of one of them for more 
than thirty. It was impossible not to perceive the useless pag- 
eantry of the whole exhibition. My friend, Mr. Story, has 
communicated my opinions to you truly. I thought it, how- 
ever, a harmless plaything, which would live its hour and pass 
away, until the murder or abstraction of Morgan was brought 
‘before the ptblic ;—that atrocious crime, and I had almost said, 
the still more atrocious suppression of the testimony concern- 
‘ing it, demonstrated the abuse, of which the oaths prescribed 
by the order were susceptible, and convinced me that the in- 
titution ought to be abandoned, as one capable of producing 











uch evil, and incapable of producing any good, which might 
ot be effected by safe and open means. I give you my senti- 
ents without reserve, but in confidence. I have attained an 
ge when repose becomes a primary wish. I am unwilling to 
mbark on any tempestuous sea or to engage as a volunteer in 
ny controversy, which may tend to excite the angry passions. 
am unwilling to appear,in the papers on any question, espec- 
lly if it may produce excitement. 

_ The Antimasonic controversy has not crossed the Potomac. 
With you it has become a party question, which a public man 
annot escape, and on which a decent, manly opinion must be 
_ firmly and frankly expressed. But I am not a public man; 
fpnd if I were, many and extravagant are the tests by which 
e try the fitness of agents for the service of our country. 
is has not as yet become one of them. Several of my per- 
al friends are Masons; some few of them more zealous 
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than myself. You will therefore ae 
express, that any allusion to this letter s 
papers. Receive the assurances of te g 
esteem, with which I remain, 


Your eto, 
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A STATEMEN T OF THE EXPENDITURES OF GOVERNMEN T, 


Exhibiting the Prodigality and Extravagance of the present Administration, 
taken from the Speech of Mr. Goons, of Ohio, hated in the House of 
Representatives, April 27, 1840. 





A scrupulous adherence to the strict rules of economy, and of specifically pointing out the objects 
‘of the appropriation of each dollar, or as nearly so as can be, is rendered the more necessary from, the 
late enormous increase of the expenditures of the Government. Sir, (said Mr. G.,) this bill amounts 
(with the sum of $345,000, the salaries for the officers of the United States Courts) tu about : 
$9,566,000. Yes, Sir, this neat little sum is very modestly demanded by this very democratic 
Administration; and we are tuld that it must be passed soon, very soon, or the wheels of the 
Government will stop rolling. Fr 
This bill (the appropriation bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses) for the 











year 1840, is & SOLE FAC tay its AMA eat $9,566,000 

The same bill, for the year 1839, was _ - 4 é Shree = - . i 9,010,000 
Excess over 1839, - F - . - < s R i : A 556,000 

' Again, this bill, we have seen, is z = - j - . s - - $9,556,000 
The same bill, for th year 1838, was Si 3 F - - 3 “ 8,252,360 
Fxcess over 1838 _—- Py Agi - 3 5 - . . ‘ $1,303,646 

; ——— 





But, Sir, this is not all. There are other bills, one for the pay of the Army, founded on the esti- 
mates of the War Department, which amounts to $4,920,000; another, the naval appropriation bill, 
founded also on the estimates from the Department, and that amounts to the sum of $5,085,000; 
and there is the Indian appropriation bill, of $883,000; which three bills, with this bill now before 
us, make the neat little sum of $20,454,000: and all this from this very economical democratic Ad- 
ministration. 

Sir, (said Mr. G.,) in order to show more clearly the increase of expenditures of the Government, 

’ I give you the following tables, with their statements. They have been prepared with care, and I 
think undoubted accuracy, frum the public documents. The following is a comparative view of the 
expenses of the Post Office Department under Mr. Adams and the present Administration : 





Under Mr. Adams.—1828. Under Mr. Van Buren.—1840. Fy 

Two Assistants ,- . - $5,000} Three Assistants ~~ - E - $7,500 Ph. 

Clerks - < % 5 - 22,700 | Clerks and Messengers’ - : ~ 48,600 $ 
Messengers - ~ . . * 1,400 | Additional rt eee - ‘ - 11,600 
Additional Clerks +. - - - 12,000 | Contingent expenses s - - 8,600 
‘ Auditor -— - 5 * - . 3,000 
41,100 | Clerks, &c. —- 4 - 7 ee oe 
Comin?  &§ + - + 5,000 | Additional Clerks - - - ~- 13,200 
‘ -~—— | Contingent GH es : - 4 4,700 
» $46,100 ——— 
From general fund - - - - 152,200 
In Mr. Adams’stime . - - - 46,100 


Mebaaggistea”? Lexan 
- + sqbncrease in office since 1828 - - $106,100 


" The following is an exhibit of the expenditures Of the Government in 1828 and in 1838—the last 
year of Mr. Adams, and the second year of Mr. Van Buren: : 





Ho. Doc, 39, 1 ses,|Ho. Doc. 17, 1 ses. 
x REFENDTIORRS, 24 Con. 1828. 26 Con. 1838. 












\ . For ®.... (and Patent) Department - : “ = $60,850 $93,628 
Pa Tor the Treasury do. bit Sadye oh) necks 254,032 495,676 
For the War do. - j ‘ j s 66,953 149,642 

For the Navy ” do. 5 : 2 nage hae. 39,767 53,407 

For the General Post Office doo = - = 2- + - = 55271 |. 160,684 

For the Judiciary poe TAR. ake iar 956,176 » 378,874 

For the Surveyor-General, &c, - - : * « 18,654 52,171 
For the Mint Establishment Nene te une er 38,882 140,910 
grat 3 ~ $790,585 $1,434,986 
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The following is an exhibit of expenses of the Government from the 4th of March, 1789, to the 
31st December, 1839: els 
5 ‘ _ Expenses of the Government from the 4th March, 1789, to 31st December, 1835. 
From 4th March, 1789, to 31st December, 1791, $1,919,588 52. 
Bix Pe tropes Maret et htusial Caw cow et poate Verdans Ge CoE act, 
5 ce * 1793, 1,710,570 96 hhh Oe oR % ol 
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1794, 
Dik a lta ll he a lla 


3,500,546 88 - 
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From 4th March, 1794, to 31st December, 1795, 


1796, 


$4,350,658 04 

2,532,930 40 

2a Fee 

Total in General Washington’s Administration, 15,892,198 55 
Average each year, $1,986,524 82. 


1796, to 1797, $2,934,590 96 | From March 4, 1798 to 1799, $6,481,166 72 

gies < tiaphage 1798, PT eosin 54 1800,- 7,411,369 97 

Total in Mr. John Adams’s Administration, z - : 3 A - 91,450,351 49 
Average each year, $5,362,587 79. 








; March 4, 1800, to 1801, 4,181,669 90| From March 4, 1804, to 1805, 6,357,234 62 
feats oo ‘ 802, 4,737,079 91 1806, 6,080,209 36 
1803, 4,002,824 24 1807, 4,984,572 89 
1804, 4,452,858 91 1808, 6,504,338 85 
Total in Mr. Jefferson’s Administration, - y 4 > : - - 41,300,788 68 
Average each year, $5,162,598 58. 
From March 4, 1808, to 1809, 7,414,672 14 | From March 4, 1812, to 1813, 28,082,391 92 
1810, 5,311,082 28 1814, 30,127,686 38 . 
1811, ‘5,592,604 86 1815, 26,953,571 00 
1812, 17,829,498 70 1816, 23,373,432 58 ° 


Total in Mr. Madison’s Administration, - E “ : 2 - 144,684,939 86 
Average each year, $18,085,617 48. 


From March 4, 1816, to 1817, 





15,454,609 42 | From March 4, 1820, to 1821, 10,723,479 07 
1818, 13,808,674 78 1822, 9,827,543 51 
1819, 16,300,273 44 1823, 9,884,154 59 
1820, 13,134,530 57 | 1824, 15,330,134 71 


Total in Mr. Monroe’s Administration, - a = & ; * 
Average each year, $13,057,925 07. 
From March 4, 1824, to 1825, 11,490,459 94] From March 4, 1826, to 
826, 13,062,316 27 
Total in Mr. J. Q. Adams’s Administration, 4 = 2 e P: 
Average each year, $12,625,478 58. 
12,660,460 00 | From March 4, 1832, to 


- 104,463,400 59 


1827, 12,653,096 65 
1828, 13,296,041 45 


- 50,501,914 31 





From March 4, 1828, to 1829, | 1833, 22,713,756 00 


1830, 13,229,533 00 1834, 18,425,417 00 
1831, 13,864,067 00 1835, 17,514,950 00 
1832, 16,516,388 00 1836, 30,868,164 00 


Total in General Jackson’s Administration, - ‘ ‘ i = 
Average each year, $18,224,091 88, 
From March 4, 1836, to 1837, 39,164,754 00 | From March 4, 1838, to 1839, 
as 1838, 40,427,218 00 
Total in Mr. Van Buren’s three first years, wl sent - i. - 
Average each year, $37135,654 33. 
/ Recapitulation of expenses. 
General Washington’s eight years, $15.892,198 55. Average for each year 
Mr. Jolin Adams's four years, SP sao 19, Average for each year 
68 


_ Mr. Jefferson’s eight years - : 41,300,7 - Average for each year 
- Mr. Madison’s eight years - =. 144,684,938 86. Average for each year 


145,792,735 00 


31,815,000 00 


ed 


111,406,963 





$1,986,524 82 
5,362,587 79 
5,162,598 58 

18,085,617 48 

13,057,925 07 

12,625,478 58 

18,224,091 88 

37,135,654 33° 


Mr, Monroe’s eight years - 104,463,400 59. Average for each year 
Mr, John Q. Adams's four years 
General Jackson’s eight years 
Mr. Van Buren’s three years 


50,501,914 31. 
145,792,735 00. 
- 111,406,963 00. 


635,493,291 18 


Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 





Payments on the public debt. 


By Gen. Washington, eight years 
By Mr. John Adams, four years - 
By Mr. Jefferson, eight years —- 
By Mr. Madison, eight years - 
By Mr. Monroe, eight years s 
By Mr. John Q. Adams, four years 
By Gen. Jackson, eight years* - 


Expenses as above - : 
Total [i+ d 6 yc we 


—— 


36,092,956 92. 


18,957,962 69. 
65,186,398 53. 


83,428,942 78. 


101,366,111 22. 
45,303,533 43, 
64,198,338 00. 


~ 414,534,243 57 


635,493,291 18 


- 1,050,027,534 75 — « 





Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 
Average for each year 


4,511,619 61 
4,739,490 67 
8,148,299 gg 

10,428,617 85 

12,670,763 90 

11,325,883 36 
8,024,792 25 


*Jan. 1, 1829, the debt was $58,362,135, which, with interest to the time of payment, amounted 


ae to about the sum mentioned. 
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The following items of the expenditures of the Government, will show the economy of the Ad- 


‘ministration on the civil list, and on the permanent and ordinary objects of expenditure : 


Civil list in 1836 $2,110,175 47; 1826 $1,256,745 48: Excess in this Administration $853,429:99 
Civil list in 1837 2,357,035 94; 1827 1,228,141 04: Excess in this Administration 1,128,894 90 


Civil list in 1838 2,628,165 18; 1828 1,455,490 58: Excess in this Administration 1,172,674 60 


The expenditures (exclusive of the public debt and trust funds) for permanent and 

ordinary purposes in 1828, were - 2 . - : : = $7,788,394 86 
And in 1838 - . : < : 3 - - - 13,837,594 44 
During the four years of Mr. Adams (from 1825 to 1828, inclusive) these expendi- 


tures amounted to F) “ 28,812,114 00 


During the first four years of General Jackson (1829-1832) to - ; - 31,370,095 00 
During the last four years of General Jackson (1833-1836) to - : - 39,331 371 00 
And for the three yéars of Mr. Van Buren (1837-1839) to : 40,261,717 00 


Such, Sir, are the facts which I have submitted to the committee, and through that committee 
to the people. And how is this increase of the ordinary expenses of the Government attempted to 
be accounted for? The only reason that has been assigned is the increase of the business of the 
country, and that increase is assumed to be in the ratio of the increase of the population. The 
reason is undoubtedly good as far as it goes. The ratio of inerease, however, is certainly too high. 
The increase of the transactions of the Government is greater in thie amount than in the number. 

ut, Sir, for the sake of the argument, admit the assumed ratio. And what isthe result? In 


1828, the population of the United States was, in round numbers, 12,000,000, and (on the ratio of 

‘increase from 1820 to 1830) it was, in 1838, 16,000,000, (probably nearer 15,000,000,) whilst the 

ordinary expenses of the Edy ye had, in the same period, increased from $8,806,254 to 
Bei By 


$14,937,898. 

So much for the ordinary expenditures of the Government. I will now proceed to the extraordi- 
nary expenditures, (exclusive of the public debt and trust funds.) 
For the year 1828 they were 3 J re = e s - $4,717,577 00 
And for 1838 s - ‘ FS J 4 5 z - 17,998,503 00 
The amount of extraordinary expenditures, exclusive of the public debt and trust 
_ funds, for the four years of Mr. Adams’s administration, from 1825 to 1828, inclu- 


sive, was. - . é: 2 iS 2 z = Z - 20,637,092 00 
For the next four years (1829-1832) - ? - . - - 24,592,139 00 
For the next four years (1833-1836) ° - - - - - 48,810,979 00 
And for the three years of Mr. Van Buren (1837-1839) —- - - - 53,937,600 00 


To show the rapid increase of “‘ contingencies,” I give you the following statemdnts, which I have 
carefully prapared from documents Nos. 17 and 39, of the House of Representatives. These docu- 
ments are the statements of Mr. Woodbury himself, in answer to calls from the House: 

In document No. 17, Mr. Woodbury states the amount paid for the contingent expenses of the 

















House of Representatives in 1835 at : : “ . ate - $199,950 00 

_ In document No. 39, he states the amount paid for the same item in 1825 at - 54,500 00 

Increase of contingent expenses by the Administration in that year ~ “ - 145,450 00 

In document No. 17, contingent. expenses of the House in 1836 are stated at - 200,000 00 

By document No. 39, the same item is stated for 1826 at = = - 59,000 00 

Increase by Administration of z “ . fe He - ~ 141.000 00 

‘In document No. 17, contingent expenses of the House in 1837 are stated at - 225,000 00 

In document No, 39, the same item for 1827 was - - « : - 90,735.12 

‘ 2 

Increase by Administration of a 4 “ _ : Fa - 134,264 88 

In document No. 17, contingent expenses of the House im 1838 are stated at - 373,960 00 

In document No, 39, the same item for 1828 was * 2 e = - 80,000 00 

Increase by Administration of 7 : i 2 “ * - 293,960 00 

In document No. 17, contingent expenses of the House in 1838 are stated at _ - 373,960 00° 

Document No. 39 makes the same item for 1825, 1826, 1827, and a é - 284,235 12 

Increase by Administration in one year over 1825, 1826, 1827, and 1828, four years - —_ 89,724 88 
Let us now look at the contingencies of the Senate: a 

In document No. 17, the coniingent expenses of the Senate for 1838 amount to . 127,823 10 

Document No. 39 states the same item for 1828 tobe,” - ; : - 41,203 00 

‘ . . . TS OPTS ae 

‘Increase in the Senate by Administration in the sdme item for one year - - 86,620 10 

. But we have seen that the contingencies of the Sznate for 1838 were : 127,823 10 


The same items in the Senate for 1825, 1826, 1827, and 1828, were, for the four yoars 103,295 17 


Increase by the Administration in one year (1838) over the whole four years of Mr. 


_ Adams, for the same items = S - “ * 24 527 93 


pam ww ten 









































4 ‘ 
| Government appears to have gu 7 
¥ dbury’s report of the 9th of December, 1839, the ‘ have 8 
a ee Sater ue laters through individual agents, - collecting and disbursing the public revent 
from the 4th of March, 1789, to the 4th of March, ane 73 , 91.98.9790 


Losses by collectors of customs . £ 
"Do. + do of internal revenue, &c. . - ss ; S ane 7 ] 
Do by receivers of land sales . - - - . . : . . 
Total losses by collecting officers . ° - - * - 2,038,549 31 

Losses by disbursing officers, viz: * 
In civil department 2 = a ; $ ; Ae 4 a 


In military and naval do. - - 


isbursi ee 956,573 66 
Total losses by disbursing officers 2 * - 4,956, 
To vgs T will an the hose by S. Swartwout, collector at New York, appointed by ee 

‘os 4 hertyer J 





aneral Jackson, and continued by Mr. Van Buren en bee 
Supposed loss by Mr. Price, district attorney at New York, appointed as above . 50, 
hetaes a £ F. 2 - 8,270,] 7 
Total losses by individual agents : 8,2 0, 23 on 
Well, Sir, (said Mr. G.,) we have now seen the immense increase of our expenditures, and a few 
of the losses sustained by defaulting pollabagvinad Let us now see what are our incomes to kee 
us up under the immense expense and severe loss. , 
The following table and statements may serve to give us an idea of our prospects ahead, if the 
resent state of things continues ; Y J 
rom the Ist of January, 1837, up to the 1st of January, 1840, Congress has levied upon, and col 
lected from the People, through customs and public lands, as it appears from the public docu. 
ments and reports of the executive Departments - . - ° ine $90,406,066 
‘Then, if the expenditures of the Government had been kept down to its receipts, 9 
the average annual expenditure would have been $30,135,355; but in addition to we 
this amount, Congress has appropriated and placed in the hands of the President, ie 
and he has caused to be expended - - - . - - - 21,000,889 
oe 


Making the immense gross sum of = - : y : ‘ - $111,406,955 | 
SS 


The $21,000,889 which the present Administration has expended over and above the amount a 
the receipts of the Government, were made up of the following items ; " y 


The fourth instalment due to the States under the deposite act - - $9,367,214 
The amount received anterior to the lst of January, 1840, from the proceeds ef the ( 
sales of the Government stock in the late Bank of the United States : - 5,000,00 
‘The amount in the Treasury on the lst day of January, 1837, (omitting fractions) - 6,600,000 
The amount of outstanding Treasury notes on the Ist day of January, 1840, (omitting é 
fractions) - n 2 , . - . 1 ‘ . 2,750,00 







Making the gross sum of : : - - - - - $23,717 21. 
vine this take the sum in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1840, amounting q 
Win >< , ‘ a am - - m $1,556,355 
And the sum due from deposite banks at that time, amounting to - 1,149,970 f 
o 


Which together make : - = - _—_—e 2,706, a0 
‘ 


’ And we have the above-named sum of = : . - - $21,000,88 
Thus, then, we have the sum, and the items of which it is composed, which has been expende 
ver and above the receipts of the Government in the last three years, ; 
What response can Mr. Van Buren, after all the loud professions of economy, and horror for e3 
travigine2, with which his messages have all been filled, with a controlling majority in both branche 
of Congress from the time he came into power, give to this simple exhibit ? 
. af, Si, thes2 exorbitant expenditures are continued, I will ask, how is the Government to be su 
‘tained, especialiy under the heavy losses by Sub-Treasurers. What are we to depend on to keep 
these immense expenditures? The public lands will not list always. The tariff will soon expir 
% unite penne: He revenue from the customs and duties on foreign imports is already greal 
5 nite n proof of this, I refer you to the following extract from the New-York Express 
“The receipts at our Custom-House for this i 
rC : 5 month were, in amount, but one-fo hat 
pare in the corresponding month of 1839. The whole receipts here a bps mpl he than 
vy of those of a similar period last year.” ; Ni al 
7 i Se upeperts to what. shall we be brought by this Administration? While the expen: 
pbbiide, rise gone pee iat ge dale so rapidly going down, it behooves the Peoplo to look aroun 
| fx bead é Government is unalterably fixed beyond t ibility 
remedy, by yislding the purse and the sword both into the “Hee? of the Exetutive oui 


such contributions on us, to keep up his 
mission shall be left for the People.” St °%P2R8es as he may see proper, and nothing 


. 













) Proriragte ~Farminc.—Mr. 

ill, of Wrest Cambridge, has taken in 
ninety successive days, five thousand doll. 
ars in cash, in Boston market, for articles 
raised on his farm. ; , 


* » Mr Isaae-Locke, of the same town, has 


















4 BOLITLON—TO THE SOUTH.—P. 


‘PET 
m& TLS, Counseller at Law, from Orange Com i ig 
zinia, having been located in the City of New-York, for 
the last eight years, respectfully tenders his grateful : 
na ‘ 










knowledgements to his friends in the South, for their ¢ 
fidence and patronage in variuns matters of business, an 
solicits their continuance. He has had much experience, 

both in this State and thar of Pennsylvania, in causing fu- - 
gitive slaves to be secured; and will continue to effeer * 


< + a Vs a ‘ such objeets, if possible, whenevercalled upon. His plang’ 
raised the present yeat ,30 bai rels. of quin- are so well matured, by having at his command, the mos 3 
Ces, which sold on the ground for seven| °° efficient aid, locatea at different points, and successfully” - 
: on b 1:4 al “ei h bs harmonizing, that he cannot but flatter himself that lie™ 
. onars a barrel; he ans also» sold in the will have pray Pompe wuccaas, if possible, in future, 
r . Severs than heretofore. In defiance of the Abolitionsts, be can> 
a F Ways the PLO t autumn, Soe cause to be secured any fugitive slave, who shall be. 
hundred barrels of Bal win Apples at $e North of Mason and Dixon’s line. 
A : y barrel ’ idnsenti : There neither is, nor can there be, any law, of this, or 
~ pe hic ha ‘ : “ ei any other ie 8 which can militates against the Federat 
‘ “eo ee As . Ly : 4 ; Constutution, which authorises the master, or his regular- 
““% ; i] value of the Sti awberries raised “in ef ly constituted Agent, to arrest his fugitive ‘slave, take him. 
: W est.C ambridge and sold in the Boston Bases yee OF Mosieuatc, prove a her ewe ae lee 
\ ae ¥ 2 es ys ; away. To the end therefore, it wi necessary for — 
: ; oa ea than cae a aud 4 those whe wey wish the services A Mr. P., to py . 
p ear ora e agricuitura roducts | _ ward him a Power of Attorney, duly executed, an 
gt y a "EY ~ gs! S P s ; minutely descriptive of the fugitive, and algo a fee of $20 
; ¥ ~of the town put t ‘cether. P ¢ to defray aed P eg contingent expenses. When ‘ 
f - The apple orchards of this town are ex- the slave shall have been secured and handed overto the. 
a hated shale master, $100 additional charge will se madé. 7 eae 
_ tensive. ‘T'wo hundred, three hundred, five |» Me, Petts will promptly~an tuitnt ully attend to any, 
hundred, and sometimes a thousand bar-| 4} id all business confided to him, touching his profession. 


rels of carefully picked apples are produced 
in a single year by one farmer. s 
Mr George Pierce, of the same town, 
cultivates only Sevem-acres and yet he’ has 
taken im the market for. produce, the pres- 

~ ent season, as by memorandum képt, nears 
nf of quité four thousand dollars. 

This season, very early, among his arti-. 
clés for market, was about one’ third of an: 
forgot the dandelion, which grows spon. 

$ tanedusly in many mowing fields; these, he 
with some diffiqulty.obtains. fron the seed; | 
But the ¢rop turns dut ‘very profitable. 
He had about an acre of strawberries, from 
which upwards of two thousand’ boxes: of 
that fruit were picked last summer; these, |. 
at37h to 50-centsa box, for which they read-' 
ilv sold in the market, produced not a smail 
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‘on asingle acre. fy) AS. 

. x Mr Pierce also cultivated the raspberry, |) 
which thrives with great luxuriance. He! Z 
thinks tie cotld’ make of the ie, ‘ 
jjivhich grows. in the hedges and, amongst 
PA piles of decayed wood or rocks in neglect-! 

Pied ficlds, a profitable ‘article—Monthly’ 
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must be post paid, to hi 
Now3 Wall-street. ‘ aa 5 
N. B.=The Southenr papers generaily;would 
jhe interest of slave-holders, by noticing the abo = 
_ New-York, April 26. (Ma 14 6ino 
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